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Iiidhfe Notebook

Moth Recordsy

This is the second year that WyWG has
: rwvwseré%ofmodvtmpympeoplojy
18 ¥ Relatwdyhtd@wknowmaboutthe/ 3%
1 * distributionvand frequency of moths; {?&
¥ compaved to-butterflies; and we
ﬂuxtwsmmerwwﬂvtrappmg/prog«ram/mexw helpto

provide movre i

Angus Idle omed/th&sdwwwﬁwy eaw, bri the total of
dwwwe;ﬁgatedﬁ&ﬁ/w/ mwl/the/Amer Field Centre

aléowokxpart

The resudty were as follows :
‘i& Mike Goff s gawrdeny, (Mawrlow Bottom ) 22 species
%’ '9., Pat Morriy” gawdew (AmershamMHilly HW) 15 species
ﬂw Roger Wilding "y garden (Deeds Grove, HW) 12 species

Q Dee Howard "y garder (Amersham) 1 specimerv
Swallow~tailed Angus Idle’s gardew - not visited yet at time of writing.
(Offi,f:'w Amersham Field Centre (Mop End) 15 species

wambucaria) Heowy showers this year agair rined conditiony for the
trapping of mothy in Dee "y garden.
Ay you can seeMike s gardervyielded, the best resulty by far
incl the “Nation Notable B’ Mocha - 2 specimens:
spectoculor Elephant Hawk Mothvapp inPal’y
garden (2 specimens) and again at Mop End (1 specimen)

The Brimstone; Peppered and Swallow -tailed moths were
the most widely distributed. Their larvaefeed ovv:

Brimstone - hawthorn, sallow & ook 2 ’“?‘ N,
Peppered, - bivch, sallow andsoaks Lok W e
Swallow-taied - vy & vawrious trees & shwrubs.

These moths all belong to-the fomily of Geometridae, and Elephant

their larvae would provide food for baby birds inthe soring: (s )
Once again many thanks to-Eric Britnell; Paul Bowyer and
Ellis Bowyer without whose expertise and dedication; thisy
moth trapping prograwuwne could
g nottakeplfxw. P
g T% Full Listy of mothy recorded are available
AR onvrequest, and ave passed to-the County :
~ MothRecorder, Martin Albestini
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Growing plants from seed

o help those shoools who want to take up
Tthe Millenninum Project outlined on page 3
and grow their trees from seed or anyone who
wants to grow any wildflowers from seed - these
are subject to the same constraints to germin-
ation as tree seeds, I will go over some of the
main factors governing germination of seeds.

Many seeds go through a period of dormancy
and only germinate after many years, and
then only when they encounter the
right conditions. The challenge to
the gardener growing things from
seed is how to overcome the
dormancy mechanism of the
seeds. But there is no simple
answer to the problem for each
species has its own special
requirements for the breaking
of the dormancy of its seeds.

Not all seeds, however, show

dormancy, many will germinate
immediately. Chestnuts and oaks
must be fresh and are best collected
and planted in September/October.

Many seedlings are frost sensitive and if they
were to germinate in the autumn would die in
the winter. So the seeds of many plants, includ-
ing those of trees, will only germinate after they
have been exposed to low temperatures for a few
weeks. Clever gardeners get these seeds to
germinate by putting the seed trays in a refrig-
erator but the more natural way is to sow the
seeds in pots or trays in the autumn and put
them outside over winter where they will
experience low temperatures and, in the spring,
germinate naturally as the weather warms up.

Species with small, light weight seeds often need
light to break their dormancy. One of the tree
seeds that needs light to germinate is that of the
birch. Collect birch catkins before they turn

fime

dark brown and break them up with your
fingers and separate the seeds from the scales.
Scatter the seed on the surface of the soil in a
seed tray, water by standing the tray in water
and then drain and put the tray outside.

Fleshy fruits like the hawthorn, cherry and yew
need the soft fleshy tissues removing. Mash the
fruits in a sieve with a spoon and put under a
tap and wash all the pulp away. Those with hard
centres like the hawthorn also need scarifying.
This can be done by scraping them on
concrete or sandpaper (mimicking
what happens when they pass
through the crop of a bird).

The hard, black seeds of the
pea family like gorse and
broom have an impervious

seed coat and need to be
chipped with the point of a
penknife, i.e. a little piece
broken out of the seed coat,
to allow water to enter to
rehydrate the seed. Soaking
these seeds in warm water for a
day also helps wash out
inhibitory substances.

These are some of the main ways of
getting seeds to germinate, space prevents me
regaling you with others. The best general rule
is to plant tree seeds in the autumn and put
them outside over winter - but out in the garden
or on the school field they will become a nice
feast for wood mice and squirrels ! so do protect
them with wire mesh over individual pots and
trays or, if there are a lot, make a frame covered
with wire mesh to go over all the pots and trays.

BTCYV publish a useful Handbook on Trees and
Aftercare which covers : Planting in Urban &
Rural Locations; Seed Collection; Tree Nurseries;
Planting & Early Care; Aftercare & Maintenance.
A copy is held in the Countryside Centre.

Maurice Young
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Around the Reserves
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Holtspur Bank Local Nature Reserve

Holtspur Bank LNR is on the
western side of Beaconsfield. It
is an area [ have taken an inter-
est in since Eric Britnell direct-
ed me to it as the nearest place
to Wycombe to find early
purple orchids. And what a
show ! one area of the wood is
carpeted with the orchids in
May, almost as densely as some
woods are carpeted with blue-
bells. At least they were when [
first visited the wood in the
mid 80s but many this year, in
the more open parts of the
wood, had their flowers nipped
off by muntjac.

It is a diverse site reflecting its
varied geology. The lower part
of the wood and the grassland
bank, which over looks the old
sewage works and the railway
embankment, is on chalk while
the upper part of the wood is
on the sands and gravels that
cap the hills in the Beaconsfield
/Gerrards Cross area. Conse-
quently Cut-throat Wood, a
name that reflects its former
infamous history, is oak wood-
land on the top of the hill
giving way to a zone of beech,
hornbeam & whitebeam where
the acid soils give way to soils
derived from the chalk. On the
lower slopes on the chalk of this
dry valley is an old hazel
coppice, which now includes
whitebeam and ash. Cut-throat
Wood is what is known as an
“ancient woodland” ie. the area
has been wooded for centuries,
although a picture taken of the
house called Highwayman's
Farm when it was first built
shows a conifer plantation

behind it. So earlier in the
century parts of the wood near
the A40 were cleared and
planted up with conifers, but
these have now all gone and a
mixed broad-leaved woodland
has regenerated in that area.

From the nature of the wood-
land on the reserve it seems
unlikely that any of it was
given over to conifers. Many of
the ancient woodland indicator
plants are found in the ground
flora including : dog’s mercury,
wood spurge, wood anemone,
Solomon’s seal. goldilocks, the
early purple orchid (of course),
and that Chiltern speciality the
bulbous bittercress or coralroot.
There is also an old woodland
bank delimiting woodland from
the pasture to the east.

Potted dormouse,

one of the epecialities of Holtepur

(drawn from a photo taken at one of

the walks on the reserve this year)
The grassland is typical chalk
grassland with the usual mix-
ture of species but lack of graz-
ing has resulted in invasion by
scrub and a rather rank sward,
although pyramidal orchids
still struggle through the grass
in places. The orchids show a
range of colours from a deep
pink almost red, through the
usual pale pinks to the occas-
ional white and one or two very

unusual and attractive bicol-
oured forms with pink outer
perianth segments and a white
lip. The orchids survive under
the invading scrub and flourish
when the scrub is cleared. The
grassland bank is due to be
fenced this autumn so grazing
can be reintroduced which
should result in an increase in
the numbers of orchids and
other chalk grassland flowers.
In the summer the bank is alive
with butterflies including a
strong population of the dark
green fritillary and good
numbers of marbled white and
other grassland species.

Another of the attractions of
the reserve are the dormice;
both the hazel dormouse and
the edible dormouse ( Glis glis)
are found in the woodland and
a number of dormouse boxes
have been put up - these have
not only allowed us to confirm
the presence of these elusive,
nocturnal animals, but allow
visitors on conducted tours of
the reserve to occasionally see
them. (N.B. it is an offence to
open dormouse boxes & handle
the the hazel dormouse without
a licence from English Nature !)
- 80 please leave them alone,
the least disturbance they have
the better they will do!

Maurice Young

If you would like to see the dormice
come on one of the Dormouse Dawdles
at Homefield Wood or Holtspur in
October during BBONT's special
Dormouse Month when, under
licence, some of the boxes on these
reserves will be examined.

(see the diary for details)
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Penultimate

FUAS

Schools Wildlife Comer Competition.

WYWG School Wildlife Corner Competi-

tion is held each year to encourage both
the creation and development of environmental
areas in school grounds.

This year’s competition had fewer schools enter-
ing than last year but those visited were of a
very high standard, especially in terms of designs
and education purposes and, more important,
their frequent use by pupils.

After careful consideration it was decided to
award the prize of Best Established Wildlife
Corner to Holy Trinity School in Marlow who
have worked very hard on the site for three
years and, despite recent vandalism, are
continuing to improve the site with help of the
regular Environmental Club. The site already
has a wonderful range of habitats from a wildlife

meadow to the seaside.

Continuing their success from last year, when
they won the Best Established Wildlife Corner,
Great Kingshill C of E School have been
awarded Best New Wildlife Corner for their
creation of a bog garden in their already spec-
tacular corner. The bog garden itself features a
wooden walkway, surrounded by native plants
which have been attracting an array of butter-
flies. Astoundingly this new habitat was created
for just £35 through the resourcefulness of the
school’s caretaker & the hard work of the pupils.

Congratulations to both schools. It was nice to
see such dedication and hard work from the
pupils, staff and parent. Keep up the good work !

Jo & Kate,

Non-stop Wildlife Spotting

To celebrate BT Environment Week, and
raise funds for the Group, the Project
Team organised a sponsored 24 hour Wildlife
Marathon at various sites in Wycombe., More
than 60 people and three dogs took part and
some managed to complete the full 24 hours.
Although the weather during the day was not
ideal events included the ever popular pond
dipping, where we discovered

the elusive :
crayfish,

and a windy
but enjoyable
bug-hunt and ;
wildflower walk at Sands Bank.

Later a barbecue and environmental games
provided a welcome break and a chance for
those coming to stock up energy for the night
ahead. Twilight tales with a local storyteller
sent shivers down our spines and this was
followed by a moth trapping session with help
from Ellis Bowyer, a young expert.

Angus Idle took us on a fascinating tour of the
night sky and Kingswood provided the perfect
atmosphere for the spooky stories. The silence

of the wood was only broken by
the hoot of an owl, the bark
of a muntjac, and the : Y
somewhat loud snoring of Skylark R
Jo's dog Copper who, by this time, had to get in
some beauty sleep.

After a quick chocolate interlude it was off again
this time to Homefield Wood to be greeted by the
dawn chorus where we were fortunate enough to
hear the endangered skylark. Sadly the weather
was too wet for mammal trapping and even pea-
nut butter was not enough to entice them out.

A healthy breakfast was followed by a gentle
stroll along the Dyke, looking at the water birds.
Pann Mill make a fitting location to conclude an
exhausting yet thoroughly enjoyable 24 hours. A
grand total of £600 was raised through sponsor-
ship of the project team and the Watch members.

Jo. Fatima, Robin & Kate

Little grebe









