


Wycombe Wildi{fe Group is a
voluntary organization the
OBJECT of which is to further
the ecology and knowledge of
the urban and fringe areas of
High Wycombe,
Buckingharmshire; to
conserve, protect, restore and
create wildlife habitats; to
encourage colonization and
survival of all plants & animal
life in such areas and to
promote the education of the
public in matters pertaining
to wildlife and its
conservation.

Within Wycombe District the
Group aims to

B Survey and map wildlife
habitats.

Ml Protect important wildlife
gites.

HE Study wildlife sites and
associated flora and fauna.
BB Manage wildlife gites ancl
assaciated flora & fauna.

MR Stimulate public interest
in wildlife & its conservation.
Bl Encourage wildlife
gardening,

5l Co-operate with other
groups of similar aims.

Il Promate the chiactives of
the Group.

8 Encourage active parti-
cipation in conservation of all
persons and groups and
provide appropriate training
to that end,

(A detailed copy of the aims
iz availahle on request)

Wycombe Wildlife News is
published 3 times a year to
promote the Group’s activi-
ties and inform membhers &
public of ita progress.

Editor : Pat Morrig
Produced by : Maurice Young
Printed by : Rank Xerox

THE DOCUMENT COMPANY
IMustrations by :
Pat Morris, and Maurice
Young.
Photographs : Ann Priest
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Update |

Tim Hiett, our last Project Officer, left in February and has been appointed
Support Assistant at the Disraeli Combined School. As Bellfield School,
this was the first school to become a member of the Wycombe Wildlife
Group, so it is particularly pleasing that Tim has found a post there. We
wish him well. In the meantime we are still searching for replacement
Project Officers. Any offers of help from our readers gratefully received.

faroup’s Logn hung in Bassetsbury Manor

On Tuesday 23rd. March 1999, a small band of Wycombe Wildlife Group
and Wyveombe Distriet Council members gathered at Bassetsbury Manor
to witness the presentation of their framed logo, to be hung on the walls
of the Manor. Margaret Simmons, who had made the quilted picture of
our logo, handed it to the Town mayor, Cllr. Frances Alexander, who
accepted it on behalf of the Manor,

Margaret is better known as an avid gardener, and her work on the Pann
Mill garden was recognized with an Environmental award in 1993, as
reported in our September 1993 Newsletter. Lorna Cassidy provided the
trame.

Mave ta Kingsmead Imminent
At the same gathering the Group members learnt that the Council are
proposing to transfer the Conntryside Centre to Kingsmead. The
Countryside Centre has needed larger premises for a long time, so the
more spacious accommodation and greater accessibility will be welecome.
It was sct up in 1992

Penn Woaod

Terms have been finally agreed for the purchase of Penn Wood by the
Woodland Trust, from its owners GBS Estates. However, the Woaodland
Trust are still £230,000 short of the sum needed to complete the purchase,
so any further donations are greatly welcome. If yon can help contact
Andrea Miles on 01892 513733

Ron Beaven
We were very saddened to hear of the death of Ron Beaven on 16th
February, as a result of cancer. Ron was a founder member and butterfly
expert of the Group and his helpfulness and good humour will be greatly
missed. We extend our condolences to his widow Jaci who has agreed to
act as adviser on butterfly matters. Pat and Roy Morris, and Eric Britnell
represented the Group at Ron’s funeral.

Lucie Elmidoro
Group member Lucie Elmidoro also died in February, after spending two
vears in a nursing home, following a stroke. Although unable to attend
meetings she was always there in spirit represented by her luscious cakes.
She was a most interesting person, having spent all her life in Wycombe.
and will be nnich missed. Fat

Views cxpressed i thic newsletior are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the Group.
For the purposes of management of the Group membership information is held on computer.
Any members whao object to their membership details being held in this way should notify rthe secretary.
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Hedgerows

T ew regulations to protect important

N hedgerows in England and Wales were
introduced in 1997 and since then it has it has
been an offence to remove some countryside
hedgerows (or parts of them) without first
notitying the local planning authority.

These regulations, however, do not protect all
hedgerows but only those which met certain
criteria set by the Minister for the Environment.
The criteria, of course, include ecological ones

such as the number of woody species per 30
metre streteh, protection being given to those
with five or more - i.e. hedges aged 500 years or
more and any hedges that are host to priority
species in the UK Biodiversity Plan e.g. the
dormouse. Another criterion of importance to
the protection of hedgerows in the Chilterns is
that where the hedgerows are considered to he

characteristic of the landscape. .
Maurice

A Challenge for WyWt

s part of the actions we are undertaking for
the Bucks part of the Biodiversity project,

we are starting to study hedgerows more inten-
sively. They say that you can tell the age of 2
hedgerow by the number of woady species that
go to make it up. I don't know that this is really
true but it would be very interesting to put
caleulated ages to all the hedgerows around
Wycombe. I wonder what the number of animal
species in a hedgerow tells us ?

Pat Morris is studying an ancient hedgerow near
Grange Farm. and I am starting to study the
hedgerows in Winchbottom. We aim not only to
produce a list of species for each hedge, but also
records of when the various species come into

leaf or flower or fruit. This is called the
phenology of the hedge (phenology - the study
of recurring phenomena) and it can be used to
compare different hedges in ditferent places.
Can I ask vou to choose your own selection of
hedgerow, say one where you regularly walk,
make notes of what you see, and we will create
your own hedge phenology.

This information will not only be of interest to
us at the wildlife gronp. but | have been told
that it will be immensely useful to the Wycombe
District Council planners in their Biodiversity
action plans, enabling them to designate them in

the control of development.
Angus

How 0Oid is that Hedge in the Valley *

Aﬁ;us is right to question whether or not we
can age hedgerows accurately although
rescarch has shown that in many cascs the age of
a hedgerow can be determined by a simple
tormula - the number of woody species in a 30
metre stretch of hedge times 100, ie. if there are
five woody species in a hedge then the hedge is
probably about 300 years old. In other words it
takes about 100 years for a new woody species to
establish itself in a hedgerow planted with a
single species. This falls down, however, where
the hedge is a "woodland remnant” hedge. ie. it is
made up of woody species left when the wood-
land, of which they were part, was cleared.

There are, fortunately. indicators of this origin
- ancient woodland plants such as bluebells -
that are still often present in the hedgerow. as
vou can see in one of the hedgerows at Winch-
bottom. Another problem that will face those
determining the age of hedgerows in the future
is the modern conservation practice of planting
new hedgerow with a mixture of species.
(Instant ancient hedges !). The presence of
non-native species such as cherry plum and
Swedish whitebeam, however. may be the give-
away to these hedgerows’ more recent origin.
Maurice
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For our i0th Anniversary Issue here is a letter
from Matthew Ellis, who helped set up
Wycombe Urban Wildlife Group and was
our First Co-ordinator / Project Officer,
reminding us of those early days.

Firstly I would like to congratulate the
Wycombe Wildlife Group on its 10th Anninver-
sary. Well done everyone'!

My introduction and involvement in urban
nature conservation began as an Environmental
Science undergraduate at Plymouth. Whilst
studying, I participated in a number of “urban
fringe” community wildlife projects and
represented the poly technic conservation
volunteer group on the Plymouth Urban Wildlife
Group.

Immediately after graduating in July 1988, 1 was
told about proposals to launch an urban wildlife
group in High Wycombe. With interest, I volun-
teered my services to help launch the group.
Work preceding the official launch included
meeting existing local community groups that
operated within the District. Following the
launch in 1989, the Urban Wildlife Group ran
events such as evening talks. wildlife watks and
practical conscrvation projects. In addition, on
behalf of the (iroup and together with the
recently appointed BTCV Field Officer (Martin
Jakes) for Buckinghamshire, 1 visited Kelkheim,
Wycombe's twin town, to try and establish links
with similar groups in Germany.

By 1991, the group was firmly established.

The first reserve, at Sheepridge was secured and
innovative events such as the 24 hour Wildlife
Watch Marathon and the award winning
Wycombe Bat Week were successtully planned
and exceuted. This was also the time when the
first development plan for the Group was writ-
ten and successtully implemented with the
continued support and help of Wycombe
District Council.

Past & Present

The Early Days

Where is he now ?

Matthew continued his letter to say how,
on leaving us,

his career “went down the drain”

Shortly after Wvcombe Bat Week. 1 left
Wycombe and Buckinghamshire to pursue my
career in nature conservation. My first job was
with the Scottish Wildlife Trust, as one of the
Biological Survey Supervisors for the Lothians.
Two vears later I moved south to work for the
Cyngor Cefn Gwlad Cymru or Countryside
Council for Wales. Based in Mould, 10 miles west
of Chester, my work is now orientated towards
“biodiversity” and its delivery in Northeast
Wales. The guide prineiples of Biodiversity in
the United Kingdom - the 59 steps - offer
challenges and unparalleled benefits to our
wildlife. The involvement, of organizations such
as the Wildlife Group. in the production and
delivery of local biodiversity action plans will
play a ecrucial role in ensuring the successful
implementation of national biodiversity
objectives and requirements.

Throughout my career | have maintained my
active interest in and commitment to urban
nature conservation. In Scotland I was involved
in urban nature conservation projects in
Edinburgh. similarly in Wales I now work closely
with the local urban wildlife.  This close
association has, for example. led to detailed
monitoring of amphibians trapped in roadside
gulleypots (what most of us call drains). Studies
of this avoidable issue in NE Wales have been
published in Wildlife News.
Once again I would like to say how much |
enjoyed working for Wycombe Wildlife Group.
Matthew Eliis.
Joking apart, Matthew's story shows that

working for WyWG can lead to excellent posts

in nature conservation. Maurice
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Past & Present
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Robin’s Project Team Memories

\‘

It is now over a vear since I left WyWGQG but still
I have very fond memories of my time there
(including Pat’s packed lunch at my interview)
Among the many highlights are: paddling in
the stream hv the Manor after a hot day
strimming; talling down a slope into John with
a crowbar in one hand and a tree in the other:
kissing Steve Crosby’s hand; making it through
the wildlife marathon and beating the locals at
Pool in the Flint Cottage (1 never got to see the

exotic dancers though )

I remempber it being quite difficult to start with
but there was always good friendship between
Team members and our varied skills comple-
mented each other. I think my proudest
moment was going back to the pond at Beech-
view School, seeing how natural it looked and
knowing that 1 had played a large part in its
existence.

I still believe the post gave me a firm and
essential grounding for my future career and

I have used much of the knowledge gained in
my current post. Working for a local authority
is not. however. without it challenges. and I have
great respect for the work done by the
Wycombe Rangers, particularly having

experienced things from their side.

I think it is also well worth pointing out that the
equivalent bodv to WyWG down here is still in
its very early stages with limited resources.
Wycombe is very lucky to have such an active,
knowledgeable and welcoming group and I am
sure many towns are extremely jealous.
Evervone should be proud of the great
achievements over the past ten vears and I am
very grateful for being a small part of it.

Christchurch is a wonderful place to live, with
easy access to the sca. New Forest and the city
lights of Bournemouth. Jo and I have commit-
ted oursclves further to the area by buying our
house and are even thinking about getting
married !

I think it unlikely that I will be able to make the
AGM but you never know - if 1 am in the area.

[ wish cvervone well and congratulate the
Group on the Big 10.

Best wishes,
Robin Harley

WyUWG Project Officer
April 1996 - November 1997

Some Highlights and achievements of the Past Ten Years

During its ten years of existence, WyWG has
achicved some remarkable things. Under the
leadership of Matthew Ellis, working with Steve
Crosby, the WDC Bat Week took place Also
under Matthew's guidance the first 24 hour
wildlife marathon was invented. Under Jo Hale,
inn conjunction with BTGV the Countryside
Centre was set np and our Wildlife Gardening
Competition was introduced along with the
Demonstration Wildlife Garden was set up at

West Wycombe Garden Centre. Since then there

have beén more Marathons and Wildlife
Gardening, Wildlife Art and Wildlife Poetry
Competitions for schools have been established.

The key figures in all thesc activities have been
our Project Officers, but one by one they have all
had to leave, moved on by tinancial pressures to
take up paid employment.

We are currently without a Project Officer but
hope to rectity this soon. Fortunately we have
always had a fully committed, hard working
committee who have continuously invested their
own expertise, in their particular fields, in the
Group. and they will continue to contribute to
the well-being of the people and wildlife of the
area, cven if it is on a smaller scale until further

Project Officers are appointed.
FPat.
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Penultimate

West Wgcﬂmbe Demonstration Wildlife Earden

5y a constantly changlng haven for wildlife
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When Clir. Pam Priestley, Chairman of the
Leisure Department at Wycombe District
Council, dug the firsc turt of Wycombe Wildlife
Group’s Demonstration Wildlife GGarden. she
could hardly have imagined how it wonld have
developed and changed over the vears.

The launching ceremony was held at West
Wycombe (GGarden Centre on Saturday 24th
April 1993, We had our plan, devised by Angus
Idle on his computer, of all the main features
needed for a wildlife garden : pond. boggy area.
rockery and woodpile, where creatures could
shelter and hibernate, and, of course a spring and
summer meadow. Because there were trees al-
ready present we were able to include a shady,
woodland edge type habitat, too, and there was
room to create a2 modest hedgerow along one
side, another phus for wildlife. The site was south
facing, and backed Ly a high flint wall

- ideal for a wildlife garden,

All the features listed above were installed,

but over the vears the garden has grown and
changed. There is a smali area devoted to arable
“weeds”™. There is a compost bin, and Irenke
York. the garden manager, is constantly adding
wildlife~-friendly plants, so that the area is a pro-
fusion of colour in the summer months, The
wildlife has also moved in. The pond. now fenced;
contains frogs and spawn and dragonflies have
bred there. There is a mole. Blue tits have
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nested in the box on the wall, and bees and
butterflies visit the flowers climbing over the
archway and flowering in the grassland. But not
only is it a haven for wildlife. The (rarden
Centre staff like to eonme down and sit here on
fine davs to relax during their coffee breaks,

and those who come to work here also find it
satisfving.

We created this wildlife garden to encourage
people to garden for wildlife. We wanted to
demonstrate that vou don't need a vast amount
of space to do something about it, and thata
wildlife garden need not look like a jungle.

All that is required is to supply the essentials for
all tife: food, water and shelter. We have been
Iucky to have a sympathetic Centre Manager, in
Stephen Moore, who was willing to loan a site for
our use. A Garden Centre is a place where
people often go, and its customers are gardeners,
the very peouple we wished to target. Weare
gratefnl to Kevin Brown the current Centre
Manager. for allowing us to continue developing
our scheme.

Many thank to Irenke York and friends, who
have nmasterminded the development of the
garden over the vears. The Group is most
grateful for their support.
Why not come along and experience the wildlife
garden for vourself.

Fat
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MrDA Lee
Mr M A Court

New Members

We welcome the following new members, and look forward to meeting them at future events,

Spinfield County Combined School

joined 10/11,/1998
joined 01/02/1999
joined 01,/02,/1099 i
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