





Bo® Wycombe Notebook — A

Answers to qu stions about the Rye Centre

Funding
* Funds have been obtained to enable the building work to be done.
* Wycombe District Council has promised funding over three years to support
the running costs but the intention is that the Centre should become self
sustaining.

Building design
® The architects will be selected soon and invited to come to a meeting to ensure
they reflect as many views as possible in the building design.

When will the Centre Open and who will use it ?

* Local groups and anyone with an interest in environmental matters.
* It needs to have fixed opening hours, but not necessarily every day
- ¢ The Centre should provide shelter, toilets and resources for school parties within a

secure environment.

Who will manage the Centre ? :
* Management ‘board’ will be set up, well before the building opens in the fourth
quarter of 2001.

Whao will staff the Centre 7

* Mainly volunteers.
* Volunteer Focus could be used to recruit volunteers.

Community invalvement

* Children could be involved in designing the trails.
* Local groups will be encouraged to contribute ideas.

Communication & Publicity
* It will be promoted in Wycombe Community News
* The Wycombe Wildlife Newsletter is circulated to schools so they will be
informed of progress.
* A Rye Centre Newsletter would be useful to start promoting the project.

Agenda 21 (see separate article)
* If it was seen as a centre for Local Agenda 21 there would be lots of different groups
keen to promote things such as energy efficiency, renewable energy, sustainable

transport, etc. James Donald

) .
We hope you enjoy reading our newsletter
if you are not already a member and would like

to join Wycombe Wildlife Group
and recelve the newsletter regularly

and take part in our activitles

complete the membership form on page 128
and send it to the Countryside Centre

(address on front page).




L.ocal Agenda ¢l

Remember Rio ?

During the 1980s continuing concerns about
mankind’s use of world resources and the effects
of our lifestyles on the natural environment led
to the realization that carrying on as we were
was not a long term option and a UN appointed
World Commission on the Environment and
Development produced a report called Our
Common Future which set out the idea that
“Sustainable development is development that
meets the needs of the present without com-
promising the ability of future generations to
meet their own needs”

This was followed in 1989 by the UN deciding

to hold a conference on Environment and Devel-
opment. For some two years governments, other
organizations and experts debated the issues and

agreed an agenda for action in the 21st century.

In 1992 Brazil hosted a world conference in
Rio de Janeiro and Agenda 21 was born when
179 states agreed to it.

What is Agenda 21 7

To quote from the preamble: Agenda 21
addresses the pressing problems of today and
also aims at preparing the world for the
challenges of the next (21st) century. It reflects
a global consensus and commitment at the
highest level on development and environmental
co-operation. Its successful implementation is
first and foremost the responsibility of Govern-
ments. National strategies, plans, policies and

processes are crucial in achieving this. Interna-
tional co-operation should support and supple-
ment such national efforts. In this context, the
United Nations system has a key role to play.
Other international, regional and sub-regional
organizations are also called upon to contribute
to this effort. The broadest public participation
and the active involvement of non-govern-
mental organizations and other groups should
also be encouraged.

What does it mean to

the national & local government ?

As a signatory the UK is committed to the aims
of Agenda 21 and in June 1997 Tony Blair said
“l want all local authorities in the UK to adopt
Agenda 21 (LA21) strategies by the year 2000".
Bucks County Council has passed the respon-
sibility for L.A21 to the District Councils and

so Wycombe District Council is responsible for
LA21 within its area of influence.

What does it meantous 7

We can expect to see change. We have the
opportunity to think about our life styles.
Importantly Agenda 21 encourages public
participation and active involvement of non-
governmental organizations and other groups in
the development of LA21. Wycombe Wildlife
Group will be happy to contribute to the debate.

James Donald

Wildlife Garden ~- West Wycombe

The first work party at our Demonstration
Wildlife Garden of the new millennium took
place on Saturday March 18th and was
attended by 8 people who spent the afternoon
on tasks the over winter rest had produced.

Fences were repaired and the pond was cleared
of blanket weed during which task a newt was
found. The grass was mown and the woodland
area cleared to reveal daffodils and other
spring flowers.

All worked hard but there was much to enjoy
and the company was good. Mary

Hang on to Hedgerows Praject
In February we contacted primary schools in
Wycombe District to promote the project
through poster and poetry competitions, open
to 5-11 year olds, on the theme of hedgerows.
To date five schools have taken up the
challenge.

The winning entry will be used to publicize the
hedgerow campaign across Wycombe with
selected entries being used on our new web
site. All the schools that have entered will be
undertaking a hedgerow survey of their own.
Mego
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Conservation —

A Living Churchyard

Did you visit St Mary-le-Moor, Cadmore

End, last year ? Did you notice the lovely
patch of wild flowers and grasses in
bloom in our butterfly conservation
area, just inside the Lych Gate.

We cut it just once a year, in the
late summer, after the Small
Skipper butterflies hatch out and
before they lay eggs for the next
year’s brood. One Sunday in mid-
July after church we counted
seven different species of
butterfly nectaring or sunning
themselves on knapweed, ox-eye
daisies, bird’sfoot trefoil and
harebells. Over a four year period
we have recorded twenty
different species of butterfly,
which is a very high number. In fact we are
running third highest in the County. Lots of
churches help with the Butterfly Recording
Scheme run by the Butterfly Conservation
Society.

Our churchyard is also sixth best in the County
for wild flowers and plants, with a total of one
hundred and thirteen different species. The
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire & Oxfordshire
Wildlife Trust award certificates for conserv-
ation efforts in churchyards and we were
delighted to receive one in 1994
and again, last year, in 1999.

We also have a good variety of
birds, not to mention badgers, who
visit us and a Spotted Flycatcher

A National Scheme called “The
Living Churchyard Project” will
give information and advice to
anyone interested in managing
their churchyard for wildlife.
Adapted from an article in the South
Chiltern News (the newsletter of the
South Chilterns Group of Churches),
September 1997, by kind
permission of Barbara North.

Harebell

nested in the porch a few years ago.

ul.ﬂlli!ll m

St Mary—lc— Moar
CadmoreEnd

If yoﬁ would like to see this lovely little church
and its wildlife Barbara says:

The Living Churchyard Project organized
by the local Wildlife Trust has selected our
churchyard for its open day this year on

Sunday June 17th. 2000 (10a.m. - 4 p.m.).

There will be experts from Butterfly Conserv-
ation - Dennis Burroughes, I expect. The Botanical
Society of the British Isles (BSBI) - Roy Maycock,
and possibly a lichen expert and a geologist.

So it should be an interesting day. With a bit of
luck we might also see some Red Kites.

Anyone interested will be most welcome at any
time during the day.

Tea and biscuits will be available in the
Church Hall Barbara North

F‘nmrasas
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Wildlife legislation - an Update

I'm sure that most of our readers will know
about the hope, last year, that new legislation
would be brought in by the government to
strengthen the protection for the countryside &
in particular Sites of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSIs). Over one third of SSSIs are in
“unfavourable condition” according to English
Nature, due either to direct damage or simple
neglect.

Many environmental groups such as Friends of
the Earth, Plantlife and the Worldwide Fund for
Nature collaborated last year in organizing a
letter-writing campaign aimed at raising aware-
ness of this issue amongst MPs, in order to ensure
that it was addressed in the new parliament.

The good news is that this seems to have worked,
with the publication of the “Countryside and
Rights of Way Bill” this year. The principal
provisions of the bill are :

4 for the first time courts will be able to
order the restoration of SSSI land after it has
been damaged.

] there will be powers to tackle the
problem of third party damage to SSSIs, helping
responsible owners to control the action of
others. '

Enclosed in your newsletter this time is a Copy
of our ‘Guide to Hedgerow Trees & Shrubs’ and
two survey slips in the hope that you will be able
to survey at least one hedgerow near you. It
would be great if you could do more and if you
need more survey slips please contact the
Countryside Centre or me (Maurice).

As was reported in our September newsletter,
when we announced this project, the legislation
is there to protect hedgerows but it can only be
invoked if there is reliable evidence of the qual-
ity of the hedge.

Trying not too be too political we do need this

Hang on to Hedgerows

Wycombe Wildlife Group's project
to identify the best hedgerows in the District

s there will be significantly higher fines for
damaging SSSls

L] public bodies will be required to manage
and conserve SSSls in their ownership

& English Nature will be given new powers
to refuse consent for damaging activities on
SSSIs without being required to offer compensa-
tion payments

& the bill will also contain provision for
greater access to the countryside.

English Nature’s Chairman, Baroness Young, has
called this bill,

“One of the most significant improvements in
the fortunes of England’s wildlife in the last
twenty years”

The bill has still to progress through parliament,
and of course, may be subject to amendments on
its way to becoming an Act. Last week (March
20th), however, it successfully passed its second
reading in the House, so current progress is
promising. Further letters to MPs may be
needed during this time in order to keep the Bill
on course and undiluted, but the evidence so far
is that if enough people take part in these
campaigns, then together we can make

a difference for the better.

evidence, for with the Government imposing
more houses on Bucks, green field sites and any
rich hedgerows within them are again under
threat. Help us and your Councillors protect
them by going out and recording all our good
hedgerows.

We have tried to keep the survey as simple as
possible but if you would like to provide more
information, such as the plants growing within a
metre of the hedge, do by all means send it in -
on an extra sheet of paper, please.

Although it is now even more important that we

get this data - do enjoy gathering it. Maurice
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Hedgerows

Flowers of the Hedgerow

Hedgerow flowers fall into three groups: 1. the
flowers of the hedgerow shrubs; 2. the flowers of
the climbing plants that scramble through the
hedge and 3/. the flowers of the plants that
grow on the bank along side the hedge.

At this time of the year, spring, the flowers of
the hedgerow shrubs are very conspicuous, as
the leaves have yet to break. In early February
hazels in untrimmed hedges are festooned with
golden tassels and as they darken and begin to
fall in March the bare stems of blackthorn
become clothed in white and, along Winch-
bottom Lane, a vivid splash of yellow forsythia
draws attention to a gate which leads through to
a cottage set back from the road so not readily
noticed. Just before Easter as the first buds
begin to show signs of green the palm or pussy
willow comes into flower - it is the showy male
flowers that we notice, the smaller, green female
flowers are far less conspicuous.

Later in the year when the leaves
are fully open the hawthorn will
come into flower along with the
elder in this hedges that were not
flailed last year. In one or two of the more
special hedges, the sort we hope to identify in
our hedgerow survey, the viburnums - the
guelder rose and wayfaring tree - will flower.
The presence of these two shrubs in a
hedgerow suggest that the hedge
may have been formed from

shrubs of a woodland edge left

when the wood behind them

was cleared.

These flowers are a major

source of nectar and pollen for
insects and, later in the year,

their fruits: nuts, sloes, and

berries are an important food source
for many birds and small mammals.
Dr. Paul Bright, who has been at

the forefront of research into the
current status of the dormouse

and its conservation, has recently Of which attract many
night-flying moths

been looking at the importance of
hedgerows to dormice and, in one

Hedgerows are vitally
iImporant to
wildlife in Britain

Honeysuckle
The fragrant flowers

report observes that
“Hedgerows are
vitally important
to wildlife in
Britain” and
notes that

“In the past

a third of

all dormice
records have
come from
hedgerows,
which gives
some idea of
how important
they are to the species’.

As I have reported in a past issue of our
newsletter we learnt from Graham Thorne that
the hedgerows in Coleshill support dormice.

Blackberries
One of the many fruits
of the hedgerow

The climbers are those plants
that grow over shrubs of the'
woodland edge and glade. They
flourish in the hedgerow and
make their own contribution with
flowers and fruits to this rich habitat. Bellbind
with its large white trumpets and the black and
white bryonies with their somewhat incon-
spicuous flowers but vivid ropes of juicy red
berries. My favourite of these climbers,
in mid-summer, is the honeysuckle
with its gloriously fragrant flowers
that scent the evening air.

The flowers of the hedgerow
bank will often denote the
nature of the soil and even the
origin of the hedge. If you see
bracken in the hedgerow you

can be certain it is an acid soil,
a sandy soil or more often clay
in our area. The presence of
bluebells in a hedgerow is a
indicator that the hedgerow
shrubs were once part of a
woodland.

Maurice

127






_.-[Hanted RS

IR N [ |
%_
Wildlife Reca "i
1. Records are required of : Small Copper and Wall butterflies
If you see these butterflies over the coming season send your records to:

Dr. Roger Kemp, Kemp's Farm, Chapel Road, Ford, Aylesbury, Bucks HP17 8XG. Tel: 01296 748932
or e-mail info@kempsfarm.datanet.co.uk

SEE BELOW (Important notice)

2 Any records, past or present of : Dragonflies & Damselflies

Send to: Jeremy Halls, Hill View, 31 Abbots Road, Aylesbury, Bucks HP20 1HY. Tel: 01296 434786
or contact Jeremy for a recording form or card.

These records will be used to compile a BUCKINGHAMSHIRE DRAGONFLY ATLAS

SEE BELOW (Important notice)

3. Songthrush records.
Please send to Berks, Bucks & Oxon Wildlife Trust, FREEPOST OF2051, Oxford OX4 4BR.

or fill in a special survey form and return to same address.

IMPO T

Records are of little scientific value without the following :
a) Name and location of site, e.g. park, nature reserve, your garden and its address
b) 4 or 6 figure grid reference

c) Date of observation

d) Recorder (probably you) - in which case your name
e) Species recorded. and how many of each

Thanks to the one person who sent bird records in to Mike Goff.
Presumably no one else saw any birds in their gardens.

New members - Welcome — e — — — — —

We welcome the following new members who joined in the I— . ..
first three months of this new millennium. Would you like to joim

us ?
If so complete this application
(or a photocopy) and send to :
WyWG Membership Secretary
c/0,The Countryside Centre, I
(see front page for the address) I

Mrs Frances Alexander I
Mrs Diana Pfetscher I
Jill Grimble I

We look forward to meeting them at future events.

Notice of AGM
Monday 17 April, 2000, 7.30pm

Programme I/ We wish to join WWG I
730pm a/. Reports | Name : |
b/. Election of Trustees —_—— e —— —— — — -
o/. AOB I Address : I
800pm Refreshments & I ————————————— l
sale of raffle tickets Y _ __ _ _ _ o _ _ _ _ _ -
(first prize a video donated by Dr. Kemp) I ____________ _ I
830pm Dr. Roger Kemp’s talk on the Tel. no. l
Batterflics of Backinghamshire I Amount enclosed, (please circle) I
9.30pm Raffle draw & an opportunity £5 (Individual/Family/School
to buy copies of Dr. Kemp's video l member)

if you don’t win one. l_£2.50 (Student or Retired Persox-i)_l
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