


Wycombe Wildlife Group isa
voluntary organization the
OBJECT of which is to further
the ecology and knowledge of
the urban and fringe areas of
High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire;
to conserve, protect, restore
and create wildlife habitats; to
encourage colonization and
survival of all plants and animal
life in such areas and to promote
the education of the public in
matters pertaining to wildlife and
its conservation.

Within Wycombe District the
Group aimsto:

Il Survey and map wildlife
habitats.

Ml Protect important wildlife
sites.

Bl Study wildlife sites and
associated flora & fauna.

Bl Manage wildlife sites and
associated flora & fauna.

Bl Stimulate publicinterest in
wildlife & its conservation.

El Encourage wildlife
gardening.

Il Co-operate with other
groups of similar aims.

Hl Promote the objectives

of the Group.

Hl Encourage active participat-
ion inconservationofall persons
and groups and provide appro-
priate training to that end.

(A detailed copy of the aims of the
group is available onrequest)

Wycombe Wildlife News is
published 3 times a year to
promote the Group's activities
and inform members and the
general public of its progress.
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The sombre situation reported in the last edition of Wycombe Wildlife News,
when bad weather and Foot and Mouth Disease restrictions were affecting
conservation activities, has now greatly improved. Not only have we had
several spells of very warm weather, but renewed access to the countryside

has meant that we have been able to carry out our full programme.

Work

at our wildlife garden, guided walks and moth trapping have all taken place
as planned, and surveys resumed.

The Group thanks all those involved in these activities, but especially
Sarah Bentley, Chalk Streams Officer, who led such an interesting walk at
County Moth Recorder Martin Albertini and
colleague Peter Hall for moth trapping at Green Farm on July 6t and

Ruth Douglas and Neil Harris of the National Trust, for hosting this latter

Hughenden on July 11th,

event. (See separate reports elsewhere).

The report on Sarah’s walk will

appear in the next issue, giving Neil Harris the opportunity to reply to her
comments about the Hughenden Stream.

Due to the hot dry weather, many insects have done extremely well, with
numerous hoverflies and bumblebees busy round flowers during the day, and

moths raining from the skies at night.

Large numbers of Gatekeeper butter-

flies have been noted everywhere, along with other Browns, and Whites have
been plentiful also. Sadly, though, the Small Tortoiseshell and Small Copper

seem to have continued their decline.

Many birds have had a successful

breeding season, and Red Kites have been reported supposedly nesting in

Wycombe District

Pat Morris

New members - Welcome

We welcome the following new members who have joined sirice April 2001 :
Mrs J A Allen and Mrs Patricia Burridge

We look forward to meeting them at future events.

Views expressed in the newsletter are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the Group.
For the purposes of management of the Group membership information is held on computer.
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One of life’'s adventures

Beginning the saga of the exploits of
James Donald, Wycombe Wildlife Group Chairman,
in South America

Do you remember when you were
eight years old and the summer
holidays lasted forever? 1 guess
many of you had an early interest in
‘nature’ and spent many a happy

hour collecting creepy crawlies. I did -

- my speciality was caterpillars, often
collected from my neighbours’
cabbages. My memories include the
awful smell of the cabbage which the
caterpillars were feeding on, in their
jam-jar world, and, on the other
hand, watching with amazement and
wonder as a large white emerged
from its pupa.

Although those days passed and my
caterpillar days were over, life is an
ever changing tapestry and umpteen
years later it suddenly turned full
circle in the most unexpected way.
Just before Christmas I learned
about Earthwatch Millenium
Awards, a unique and fully funded
opportunity for those aged fifty and
over to take part in a conservation
research team overseas, and then run
a community action project on their
return to the UK. Earthwatch is an
international environmental charity
which supports research, education,
and conservation programmes in 50
countries and funding for these

awards comes from The Millenium
Commission with co-funding from
Royal & SunAlliance insurance
group.

My bid for sponsorship was success-
ful and in June I joined two others
from the UK on a two week trip to
assist with the Rainforest Cater-
pillars Project.

The project, led by Dr Lee Dyer,
Ph.D. has already been running in
Costa Rica for several years, with
some of the goals being:

1) to document diversity of caterpil-
lars and parasitoids,

2) to understand how different cat-
erpillar defences function against
different types of natural enemies,

3) to examine chemical defences in
caterpillars and their host plants,

4) to construct models that predict
success of biological control based on
caterpillar defences.

The research has now been extended
to a second site, in Ecuador and 1
joined the first Earthwatch team to
visit this location.

James

For information about Earthwatch go to:
www.earthwatch.org

Another step (no not for mankind) but in the development of our newsletter
- we are into serialization -
for the next episode of James’ exploits be sure to get the January issue.

The Environment Centre on Holywell Mead

There is little to say this quarter about the Environment Centre as these
things grind exceedingly slow. But you may have noticed a change in the
title. The "Rye Environment Centre“ was something to call it whilst the idea
was being "incubated“. But for Charity & Company registration and other
legal niceties a name must be given. So following careful discussion the

Trustees decided upon the name :

The Environment Centre on Holywell Mead

EARTHWATEH

FELICRAVAHIP FROGRAMME

o e

Millennium Awards

ROYAL &} -
SUHALLIAMCE

Caterpillars in the UK

are also parasitized,

eg:

Caterpillars of the
large white butterfly
shown here bursting with

pupae & larvae
of
Apanteles glomeratus

an

lchneumonid wasp
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BROWN RAT

big, ears
pointed nose

grey-brown fur
long hairless tail

droppings
g P
A

WATER VOLE

small hidden ears
blunt rounded rose

rédd/kh-bv—rown fur

hairy tail

droppings

an opportunity for
WWG
members to
“prove the experts
wrong”

The Water Vole

The water Vole (Arvicola terrestris),
one of the five voles of the British
Isles, is probably better known by its
more familiar name, the Water Rat.
Few people can now rely on seeing
one as surveys indicate that 90% of
the habitats once holding water vole
populations, no longer do so.

Several reasons have been given for
the decline of Ratty, over the last 20
or so years. These include habitat
damage by river engineering, mowing
regimes and general tidying up,
chemicals released into waterways
and predation by mink. Combined
with the natural predators, pike,
heron, owls, rats, rapfors, weasels,
stoats and domestic cats it is not
surprising that animal’s survival is
threatened. One can no longer expect
to walk beside a river and see a
water vole or hear the distinctive plop
as this shy animal dives for safety.

The water vole is the largest of the
vole family (20em), about the same
size as the common rat (25cm) with
which it can easily be mistaken, as
both are good swimmers and divers.
Both when wet look black but the rat
has a pointed snout and erect ears,
whereas the vole has rounded snout
and furry ears that just protrude
from its fur. The rat’s tail is longer
and scaly. Fur is much darker in the
vole, a rich brown or black, the tail
hairier and shorter. Altogether the
vole is a much more rounded animal
and appears furrier than the rat.

They require a riverine habitat with
slow moving water and densely vege-
tated steep banks, Water needs to
be present throughout the year, and a
minimum depth of water is required.
Shallow areas may contain no voles,
but adjoining areas giving a good
depth of water may be well used and
this situation can occur in very short
stretches of river. Some populations
are found away from rivers where
the animals live underground like
moles. Food requirements are mainly

vegetarian, consisting of grasses and
common reed (Phragmites) but fish,
swan mussels, and insects are some-
times taken. They prefer the grow-
ing parts of plants and the lower
stems of reeds. They need to eat
some 80% of their body weight daily
during their life span of about two
winters. Breeding takes place between
April and September, and up to five
litters, of six yvoung may be produced,
but numbers and types of predator
affect final population size. Those
born before the end of June have
the best chance of survival. Living
quarters are in holes in banks 4-8 cm
in size, the holes often appearing
wider in relation to height.

Here in Wycombe there have been
many reports of a population on the
backstream on the Rye down to the
sewage works, and an individual was
seen at Pann Mill, but so far no de-
finitive proof has been obtained.
With the large rat population on
the Dyke, swimming common rats
may have been mistaken for the
better-loved animal. The nearest
positively identified population of
voles remains downstream on the
Wye at Bourne End and there is
clearly an opportunity for
Wycombe Wildlife Group members
to “prove the experts wrong” by
finding a population closer to home.

The UK Biodiversity Action Plan
has set specific goals for recovery: to
halt the present decline, which gives
an indication of species extinction
by 2003, and by concerted action to
restore populations to those sites
known in 1970, by 2010.

Julie Hopton

If you want to look for water voles an
excellent record card describing river
mammals and the signs to look for has
been produced by the Chilterns
Conservation Board and the Wildlife
Trust. (For availability see note at foot
of Sarah Bentley's article opposite)

WWG









Lacewings & ladybirds, two very useful insects in the garden (see below), hibernate as adults. You can, as
I do, leave a layer of dead leaves under your hedges for them, and many other insects, to hibernate in. Not
all survive, our blackbirds see to that - they regularly search among these leaves during the winter, and
some of the insects, no doubt, succumb to heavy frosts.

The box illustrated below will provide these insects with a safer place to hibernate in.. The open, slatted
front allows air to circulate but stops the loose packing, among which the insects will hibernate, from
dropping out.

You can make the box with a loose top so that it can be removed for cleaning; or you can nail the top on

and attach the slats on the front with brass screws so they can be removed to clean the box.

Fill the box with a loose mixture of dry leaves and straw. Attach the box, by means of the batten on the
back, to a fence or post in the early autumn. Take the box down in mid-November and put it in an
unheated outhouse (garage or shed) to give the hibernating insects some protection against frost.

In the spring put the box out in a sunny spot in the garden and the lacewings & ladybird should emerge
and fly off to find a mate and the larvae they produce will search out and destroy greenfly in your garden.

Maurice
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Ladybirds

Most species of ladybird are carnivorous.
Adults & larvae of the 2-spot and the 7-spot

feed on greenfly & blackfly so the effort vou
INVERTED e put into making the insect hibernation box(es)
BISCUTBOX ||i} || COVERING described above will pay dividends. 7-spot ladybird
POST
2-5p0t ladybirds my be red with Ladybird larva devouring a greenfly
black epots or black with red spote
Lacewings
The larval and adult stages of these delicate
1 : green, winged insects also feed voraciously
_ . . N on greenfly & other small insect pests. The
Bird table Lacewing larvae are similar in

common green lacewing becomes pinkish

appearance 1o those of the
fawn when it hibernates, but changes back

ladybird but pale in colour.
Larvae of the common to green when it emerges in the spring.

described on
the next page

ladybird epecies are black.
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Wycombe District Council
Ranger Service

The Ranger Service has little to report regarding any new plans, being fully
occupied getting back onto sites that have been shut for the past few months
through Foot and Mouth Disease. Grazing animals have been confined to
their sites giving problems to owners and site management plans.

A large number of school groups have been engaged in activities on their own
grounds, many due to the restrictions mentioned above, together with the
regular school summer term activities of pond dipping, environmental games
and nature walks.

Support for a new “Friends “ group has been given in the Micklefield area for
Highfield and Hanging Croft woods and progress has been made with the plan
to clean up Slayter Road Pond in Lane End with the Lane End Conservation
Group. Long term plans have also been realized as Wheeler End Common
has an enthusiastic conservation group who have already had two Rangers
lead working sessions and will continue their good work, starting on cleaning
Huckenden pond on the western edge of Wheeler End Common where it
adjoins Cadmore Common.

As some people will know, problems at the Depot have also caused curtail-

“f' i
|

ment of plans to improve electronic data gathering, but we hope to be back N\ (74 ;
on track shortly. In the meantime seasonal matters rear their head. Yes it \‘/’f
is ragwort-pulling time again. If only florists could make it popular we ragwort pu//ing
might find a shortage in our pastures and have a holiday. Mike Ambrose unfair to
‘ Robins | cinnabar moths

I normally see two pairs of robins in my garden, one of which regards it as
their own, and the others rather furtive visitors.

Looking through the kitchen window on 27th April, [ was surprised to see

another - a tiny baby robin sitting on the trellis fence. [ watched as he flew to he iumped
the ground and explored a little on the ground, then he hopped up on one of quite deliberately
the big stones around my new pond, and seemed to péer down into the depths -

He then did something really strange — he jumped quite deliberately from the
rock, straight into the deep end of the pond. As I tried, frantically, to remem-
ber where the net was, I noticed that the water was being churned up around
him, and suddenly his tiny beating wings bore him up and he landed beside
the pond, looking rather surprised.

straight into
the deep end

For a few moments he flapped his wings & fluffed himself up, then he hopped
back up onto the same rock, and looked down into the water. Then to my
astonishment, he did exactly the same thing again - jumped down from the
rock straight into the deep water. I think there was some water weed just
below the surface, because again he seemed to hover, splashing and beating
on the surface of the water, before his wings lifted him out of the pond again.

At that moment one of his parents, who had been calling frantically from the
other end of the garden, caught his attention, and he flew over to be fed.

[ haven't seen him since and assume he was one of the non-resident family,
because the others are still coming regularly and taking away food loaded in
their beaks, so hopefully some chicks are still to come. Mary Williams
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Nomenclature :

Coralroot
(no hyphen now!)
The descriptive, specific

name bulbiferahas
been retained but it
is now placed in the
genera Cardamine,
i.e. its Latin name is
Cardamine bulbifera.

The family name
Cruciferae is no longer
valid under present day
rules. This family’s
name now is
Brassicaceae

Rhizome of coralroot

High Wycombe’s Natural History

- past and present
Angela Colmer has passed given us some pages of the Journal of the
High Wycombe Natural History Society with reports of field visits and a talk on
rare plants in 1880 which we think worth reprinting and updating

Of particular interest is a report of a talk
onone or two of the rarer flowers to be
found in our woods round Wycombe by

J. Britten, Esq., who wrote :

Our locality is upon the whole a fa-
voured one for botanical treasures,
and has not been so thoroughly
worked as many other parts of Eng-
land. The total number of British spe-
cies of flowering plantsis upwards of
1500; of these we have within a radius
of five miles certainly 700; probably
further search will discover more.
The four plants to which I shall direct
your attention are the Coral-root, the
Mezereon, the Lily of the Valley, and
the Snowdrop, - species which I have
selected because three at least of them
are pretty generally known, and
because they are especially interesting
on account of their beauty or rarity.

The Coral-root ( Dentaria bulbifera) is
one of the rarer plants of this country,
being found in but few of the English
counties, and in but one Scottish
locality, in the county of Ayr. Itisa
very elegant species, growing usually
in patches in woods, and blossoming at
the end of April and beginning of May.
Though a tall plant, and having bright
coloured blossoms, it is extremely

liable to be overlooked, except in the
flowering season, as the stems and
leaves soon wither, and the latter,in a
young state, bear considerable resem-
blance to those of the Gout-weed
(Aegopodium podagraria). The
method in which the Coral-root is
propagated is somewhat remarkable.
Its elegant flowers seldom, if ever,
produce seed; nor is this necessary, for
in the axils of the leaves, are small
buds or bulbs, which are described by
Parkinson (an exhaustive writer of
the 17th century), as being 'of a sad
purplish greene colour, which being
ripe and put into the ground will
grow to be a roote, and bears leaves
like as the bulbes of a red bulbed lillie.’
These bulbs easily drop off, and are
with difficulty retained upon dried
specimens; to them the plant owes its
specific name bulbifera, or bulb-
bearing. The flowers are of a delicate
purplish lilac colour, which, however,
fades away when they are dried; their
shape at once places them in the
order of cross-shaped flowers or
Cruciferae, and they have a faint,
sweet scent. Both the English name
Coral-root, and the Latin Dentaria, or
Toothwort, are derived from the
curious appearance presented by the
root, which is long, thick, brittle, and
very white, running along horizon-
tally at a short distance beneath the
surface of the ground, and somewhat
resembling branches of white coral;

it is covered with large white scales,
which are supposed to resemble teeth:
when the root is dried, however, it
shrivels up, and these peculiarities are
no longer observable, In olden times
Coral-root, like every other plant, had
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its “vertues” Parkinson says that “a
dram of the powder of the roote taken
for many days together in red wine is
exceeding good for inward wounds
that are made in the breast and lungs,
and it is also very beneficial to be
drunke in the distilled water of the
herbe called horsetail.” This author
appears to have first discovered the
Dentaria, to be a British plant, for in
his ‘Theatrum Botanicum, a quarto
work of about 2,000 pages, he
mentions it as having been found
‘at Mayfield in Sussex, in a wood called
Highreede, and in another wood called
Foxholes, both of them belonging to
Mr. Stephen Perkhurst at the writing

~ hereof’ He gives an illustration of it,
which exhibits many features of
interest. Ray, in his 'Synopsis, takes
no notice of it, nor does Dillenius, his
subsequent editor. Blackstone, in 1737,
records it as growing abundantly in
the OIld Park Wood at Harefield,
Middlesex, a locality in which it may
still (1880) be found ; and in 1801,
Botanist's Guide'
mentioned it, on the authority of
Mr. Gotobed, from the woods at
Loudwater, between Beaconsfield and
High Wycombe, a locality in which it
still abounds. I have seen a specimen
gathered in Dane Garden or Burland's

Turner, in his

Wood in 1852, and here it was observed .

by the members of this society on their
first ramble in the past year. I have
also seen it in the Winch Bottom,
Oakridge, Booker, West Wycombe,
Bradenham, and Kingshill Woods, as
well as in Wycombe Park, among the
trees which border the river; and the
Rev. Bryant Burgess informs me that
it occursat Latimers, near Chesham.
Besides the counties already mention-
ed, Kent, and perhaps Surrey, produce
this very local species.

J. Britten (1880)

The most recent investigation on the
distribution of coralroot was carried
out by Alan Showler in 1993, so I have
asked Alan to compare his records
with those of the 1880s.

Maurice

There are lots of plantsto be found in
woods at Mayfield in Sussex but the
exact wherabouts of the 2 named
woods are not known.

It is also doing well at Old Park Wood
in Middlesex.

Germinating bulbr!

Around Wycombe it can be found in of coralroot

Cut-throat Wood and Fennels Wood
which could be the “woods at Loud-
water” and it is still in Dane Garden
(Deangarden) Wood - growing by the
Ski slope !

Eric Britnell told us there was an
Oakridge Wood but it has been built
on so only the name now survives in
Oakridge Road which led to the wood.

It is in the woods south of Ray Farm
at Winch Bottom and there are 20
year old records of it in Gillfield Wood
but I have failed to find it. It is still

Booker Common and John Morris has
half-a-dozen plants in Bottom Wood,
Radnage.

Bradenham. It is in The Coppice on
the west side of the road leading to
Walter’s Ash.

Kingshill woods. It is in all the woods
in Hughenden Valley that face west,
i.e. are close to Kingshill. Hughenden
Valley did not exist in 1880 so he
would have called it Kingshill.

Yes, it still occurs at Latimers and in

Coralroot
several woods. along the Chess Valley ora

in flower
There is plenty around the Weald in

Kent & there are a few sites in Surrey.

It is listed by Hooker (1870) for Ayr,
as “doubtfully native”, but it is not
there now although it has been intro-
duced in 1 or 2 places in Scotland.

continued over.......



Wildlife Newsletters - Past and Present

J. Britten, Esq., then proceeded to read the following
paper on a few of our local flowers:—

*“Having been requested by the secretary to read a
paper this evening, I have put together a few notes on
one or two of the rarer flowers to be found in our
woods round Wycombe. Qur locality is upon the
whole a favoured one for botanical treasures, and has
not been 80 thoroughly worked as many other parts of
England. The total number of British species of
flowering plante is upwards of 1500; of these we have
within a radius of five miles certainly 700; probably
further search will discover more.

Above is a copy of a part of the original article from 1880 -
they really packed it in. At a rough estimate 1200+ words
per page - and no illustrations! They must havehad good

eyesight in those days or strong magnifiers - the illustration
above is as close as | can get it to the original size.

We usually aim for about 350 words a page - although we
have managed 1195 words on the two and a bit pages of this
article. Maurice

May Trapping & Tracking

& " on Downley Common
&!’ On a gloriously unclouded Saturday
- in mid-May , the Wycombe Wildlife
wildlif'e WATCH group met uncharacteristi-
WATCH cally early. Early because Tony

Speight, one of our Wycombe District
Council rangers , had risen even ear-
lier to set some small mammal traps
ready for our meeting , and we didn’t
want the hoped-for small mammals
to spend long inside the traps.

As it turned out our traps had been
avoided by all the animals with the
possible exception of a slug, so we
became mammal seeking

Wycombe’s Natural History,
past & present, cont . ..

It was first recorded at Mayfield in
1634 by J Goodyer (not Parkinson who
wasn, maybe, repeating information. So
coralroot seems to be a survivor so is
doing well both here and in Sussex.
Some good work by J. Britten Esq.
Alan Showler

For Alan’s & Tim Rich’s report see :
Cardamine bulbifera in the British
Isles by A.J. Showler & T.G. Rich,

in Watsonia (Journal of the
Botanical Society of the British Isles)
Vol. 19, part 4, August 1993, p. 231-245.

Wildlife Watch - Reports

detectives instead , looking for
evidence of an earlier presence. The
first clues were spotted on the slope
by the Methodist Chapel: heaps of
dry orange soil surrounding dozens of
small holes - Ants!

At the top of the rise, hundreds of
pine cones with characteristic
squirrel nibbles, showing they had
been sampled for their seeds

Great excitement at the discovery of
a small burrow about 10cm deep,
occupant unidentified, close by a
scattering of mole hills.

Kristina Frydberg

June

The WATCH outing in June was a trip

Pine cone to Pann Mill on the Rye, which was
nibbled by very kindly opened for us by the High
a Wycombe Society. Everyone enjoyed

looking round, and finding out how
the Mill worked. We also had a tour
of the very pretty mill gardens, and
used the stream to pond dip, with
Julie from the Ranger service

grey squirrel

July
In July WATCH went to Gomm
Valley, looking for glow-worms.
This was an evening meeting and
very well attended. 3 glow-worms
were found around the field margins
and some bats were spotted as well. -
Wendy Thomas

To join in the fun of WATCH meetings — which are open to children between the ages of 8 and 12 ,
please contact Wendy Thomas on 01494 814 068  Please note : Parents are very welcome as well
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