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Wycombe Wildlife Group isa
voluntary organization the
OBJECT of which is to further
the ecology and knowledge of
the urban and fringe areas of
High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire;
to conserve, protect, restore
and create wildlife habitats; to
encourage colonization and
survival of all plants and animal
life in such areas and to promote
the education of the public in
matters pertaining to wildlife
and its conservation.

Within Wycombe District the

Group aimsto:

Hl Survey and map wildlife
habitats.

Hl Protect important wildlife
sites.

Hl Study wildlife sites and
associated flora & fauna.

Hl Manage wildlife sites and
associated flora & fauna.

Hl Stimulate publicinterest in
wildlife & its conservation.

Hl Encourage wildlife
gardening.

Hl Co-operate with other
groups of similar aims.

Hl Promote the objectives

of the Group.

Hl Encourage active participat-
ion in conservation of all
persons and groups & provide
appro priate training to that
end.

(A detailed copy of the aims of

the group is available on request)
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Editorial

By the end of February the cherry plum tree, which seeded itself some years ago
in my front garden, was a blaze of blossom, followed soon after by forsythia. The

procession of spring flowering shrubs had started. In the woodlands, forbidden to
us by foot and mouth disease at this time last year, I spotted the first pink larch

blossoms, and the leaves of bluebells well up through the soil in the beech woods,
promising their usual spectacular display later in the year.

Plantlife is seeking County Flowers for the Queen's Golden Jubilee.

I would have selected the bluebell as the flower best associated with Bucking-
hamshire, but, to my surprise the organization Plantlife had other ideas. They
are leading the search for "County Flowers" - the flowers which best represent a
county's character, and they put forward coralroot, military orchid, Chiltern
gentian and starfruit as possible candidates for our county. The bluebell was their
suggestion for Sussex, London and other shires.

Which flower would you choose? Members of Plantlife are invited to vote via
their website: www.plantlifeorg.uk for the flower they think best sums up the

essence of their county, and from these votes the organization Plantlife will

compile a countrywide map of "County Flowers", to commemorate HM the
Queen's Golden Jubilee. If you are not a member you can still take part by
ringing 020 7808 0100 and asking for a form. There are members of Plantlife in
Wycombe Wildlife Group and we are allowed to register your votes through our
Fat

Group. So please let us know your personal favourite.

Chiltern gentian Milita

Starfruit

Views expressed in the newsletter are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the Group.
For the purposes of management of the Group membership information is held on computer.
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The Environment Centre on Holywell Mead

Wycombe Wildlife Group is excited The Centre will support Wycombe
that work finally started in February District Council's Community Action

to renovate and extend the old cafe Plan by providing a meeting place for
at the Holywell Mead Swimming Pool like-minded people and local envi-
site. Although most of the work is ronmental groups, and promoting envi-
presently going on the pool side of ronmental conservation & sustainable

the building, visitors will see a lot of = development schemes. These will be
activity as the builders use materials designed to improve the quality of

and install features to create an life today without compromising the

environmentally friendly building. needs of future generations - Local

Much of the scheme has been funded ~Aéenda 21

by a £655479 grant from Biffaward, By the time you read this the Work has finally
and has also received grant aid in the Centre's trustees will have appointed started!
region of £40,000 from Wycombe the Centre Development Manager

District Council and a further grant who in turn will be actively seeking

of £15,000 from the Environment volunteers to help with a wide range

Agency. : of tasks and activities. If you would :

When the Environment Centre opens like to learn more about the Centre CENTRE
its doors later this year it will host or play your part in securing a better MANAGER

environment for future generations
please get in touch with :
James Donald, telephone 01494 637877

exhibitions, meetings, and provide a
base for school groups and others,
visiting the surrounding areas. A

Centre Development

number of interpreted themed trails or e-mail james_donald@lycos.couk Manager
around Holywell Mead and its James Donald appointed
environs will also be established. (20/03/02)

Penn Wood

Wycombe Wildlife Group is supporting the Woodland Trust by undertak-
ing survey work at this important woodland site. As many of our readers will
know the Woodland Trust has introduced a small number of cattle into the
wood to recreate a woodland pasture. The Trust is keen to monitor the effect
the cattle have on the vegetation and members of WWG undertook an initial
exercise last year to establish a base line measurement of the sward height
prior to the introduction of the cattle.

The Group is standing by to take further measurements as soon as the cattle
are taken off for the summer and then on a continuing basis as cattle are
moved on and off the site in the Autumn and Spring of each year.

It is too soon to publish meaningful data but as it builds up over time we will
let you know what effect the grazing regime is having.

We are very pleased to say that this work has provided an opportunity to work
with the Penn Street School Environment Group who will be turning out
in force to help with the collection of data and learn more about "their' wood.

We hope that this will be the start of a long partnership with benefits for the
children, the School, the Woodland Trust and our Group and will publish
updates from time to time.

James Donald
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Red mason bee

a rusty red colour

Eachcellis
separated by
a mud partition
and the nest
is sealed with mud.

This is why they are

called “mason” bees

Hollow plant
stem or OBC
nest sealed nest tube
with mud

mud partition

larva in cell
filled with
pollen & honey

Solitary bees receive
no heip

from other bees

THE RED MASON BEE (and relatives)

Bees in general are very important
insects: every third mouthful of our
food is dependent on bees as pollina-
tors of the plants we eat. This is
because they are needed to pollinate
flowers. Insects are by far the most
important pollinators. These include
moths, butterflies, beetles, flies and
some wasps, but the most important
pollinators of all are the bees : most
species of insect-pollinated plants are
specialised for pollination by bees.
Bees are the best pollinators because
they actively collect pollen as food for
their larvae and they have evolved
special structures on their bodies for
handling and transporting pollen. And
in the economy of nature, producing
an excess of pollen, together with
sweet nectar, is the price that plants
pay in return for the pollination
services provided by the bees.

The Red Mason Bee (Osmia rufa)

The Red Mason Bee is widespread in
England and Wales and particularly
likes the range of flowers and trees
found in domestic gardens. It is a more
efficient pollinator of fruit crops than
the honeybee and by attracting them
to your garden not only will you
notice improved fruit crops - apples,
plums, pears, strawberries and rasp-
berries — but the bees also visit a wide
range of garden flowers.

Life History

The Red Mason Bee is a solitary bee.
That is, each nest tube is the work of
a single female working alone. Unlike
the honeybees and bumblebees, there
is no worker caste of sterile females, so
she receives no help from other bees;
there is no colony or "hive".

The species has an annual life cycle
and they are active from late March
to the beginning of July. Males and
females emerge in early spring (late
March to April) and mate.

Females then seek out suitable nest
sites usually beetle borings in dead-
wood, hollow plant stems, or irregular
cavities in stones and old walls. Each
nest tube comprises a series of cells.
The female starts her first cell at the
back of the nest. She makes 10 to 15
foraging trips to collect sufficient
pollen to provision each cell. The
pollen is mixed with a little nectar
and this acts as a food source for the
single egg, which she lays immediate-
ly before sealing the cell with a mud
partition. The process is repeated
until the tube is filled with a row of
about 6 to 10 cells. They also close the
completed nest with mud. This is why
they are called "mason"” bees.

Females finish nesting in early July.
Being a solitary species they will
never live to see their offspring.
However in the comfort of their nests,
the eggs hatch into larvae, which feed
on the pollen/nectar mixture. After
moulting 4 or 5 times, the full-grown
larvae spin a tough brown silk cocoon
and pupate. The new adults form in
September and remain in the cocoon
until the following spring when the
new generation of adults emerge and
the cycle begins again.

Although solitary, mason bees are
attracted to each other. They like to
build their nests in aggregations and
females tend to nest close to where
they emerge. The design of the
Oxford Bee Company Ltd nest box
(see next page) is such that it will
attract a number of nesting females,
many of whose daughters will re-use
their natal nests the following season.
Thus a permanent nesting population
will be established in your garden.

Safety

As with other solitary bees, mason
bees are gentle and shy. They do have
a sting but they use it only if they are
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Lily-of-the-valley

Reports

First Walk of the Year

A small party of four , under the
leadership of Angus Idle , assembled
for the first walk of the year, held on
Saturday January 12th at Deangarden
Wood. It was a raw and foggy morn-
ing, with the trees dripping with water,
but this did not deter the walkers,
who identified wood barley and wood
spurge along the muddy tracks, and
several large clumps of Daphne

First Talk of the Year

The first talk of the year, presented
jointly by the National Trust and
Wycombe Wildlife Group, was held
on Monday 11ttt February, and was
entitled “The Wildlife, Landscape, and
History of the Hughenden Stream”.

Neil Harris , the Hughenden Estate
Warden gave a fascinating account
about the Stream, or ‘the river’ as the
local children call it, where it flows
through the National Trust land.
Disraeli and John Norris before him
designed the river to be a major

Iaureola. There was a spindle tree,
laden with colourful fruits, while the
robin sang and great tit and nuthatch
called, reminding us that spring was
coming. Muntjac fumets and the pun-
gent scent of fox provided evidence
of mammal activity (indeed a dead
fox was found a few fields away from
the Wood).

Thanks to Angus for an enjoyable
and interesting morning. Pat

visual feature of the view from the
house. The National Trust now has
to balance this with the modern
ecological demands of how a chalk
stream should be managed.

Twenty-nine people braved torrential
rain to hear this talk, which had
created great local interest, and
grateful thanks to Neil for giving up
his time in order to ‘put his case’

NB : Neil is leading a walk at

Hughenden on Saturday May 18"
see programme for details

Pat

Lily-of-the-Valley

Eric Britnell reports that there is a
patch of lily-of-the-valley growing in

a triangle of woodland between Penn
Road & New Road at Tyler’s Green, &
it has probably been there 30 years

Plant (& Animal) Names continued

There is one further “rule”. Latin
names should be printed in italics or
underlined. When reports are typed
or hand-written, the Latin names
should be underlined, but today, with
computerised printing, Latin names
are always given in italics.

Use of brackets.

In scientific publications the Latin
names are usually given first with
the common name following in
brackets.

In our newsletter and most of the
popular wildlife publications the
common name is given first and the

Latin name, when given, follows in
brackets.

Another common practice in wildlife
publications is to “highlight” the
common name by emboldening it.
This is a matter of choice. I note
that in the main articles of the
British Wildlife magazine they do not
embolden the common names in the
main articles but they do use a bold
typeface for the common names in
the wildlife report sections. This does
make it very easy to pick out the
reports on species in which you are

particularly interested. Maurice



Reports

Dormouse Talk

A highly successful talk, attended by
more than 90 people, was given on
the life of the Dormouse at Liston
Hall, Marlow, by Dr Pat Morris,
Chairman of the Mammal Society of
Great Britain, and took place on

21st March 2002. During the talk

Dr Morris described the advances in
the knowledge of the biological facts,
lifestyle and needs of the dormouse,
gained through painstaking research
over many years. This has contrib-
uted to a better understanding of

this strictly arboreal animal, and to
hopes of its successful conservation in
the future.

Dr Morris later dealt with all quest-
ions from the floor, and people who
had come from as far away as
Waddesden expressed themselves
well satisfied with the evening.

Grateful thanks to Dr Morris for fit-
ting in this talk in a busy schedule.

The event was organized jointly by
BBOWT & Wycombe Wildlife Group

FPat

Hazel Dormouse

Annual Spring-Clean

Maybe the forecast of heavy showers
put everyone off, for only four people
turned up for the annual spring-clean
of our wildlife garden at the West
Wycombe Garden Centre on the
16tk March 2002. However, their
dedication was rewarded, for the sun
came out along with a brimstone
butterfly and dozens of 2-spot lady-
birds. A total of 14 hours’ work was
achieved. A new metal arch to replace
the one blown down in the winter
gales was erected, a holly planted, the
grass cut, & dead foliage removed.

Blanket weed was dredged from the
pond and barley straw installed to
control it in the future. The Group
thank Jim and Mary Curtis for their
donation of the arch and barley
straw.

Postscript. At the next wildlife
gardening session, 10 days later the
2-spot ladybirds had all disappeared,
and the grass was teeming with
7-spot ladybirds instead!

Wildlife gardening takes place once
a fortnight, on Wednesday mornings,
and all help is welcome.

See the Programme. Pat

Schools

When did you hear the first cuckoo?
There is now a new scheme for
schools to record the first cuckoo the
pupils hear. This scheme has been
organized by the Woodland Trust,
in association with Junior Focus

Magazine and is open to any schools
who would like to take part.

Schools that are interested should
contact:

http://www.naturedetectives.org.uk

Cuckoo

where there is a live tracking map &

plenty of information about cuckoos. (Cuculus canorus)

Note : Correction to the WDC Rangers e-mail address given in last issue.

It shouid be:

Ranger_Services @wycombe.gov.uk

i.e. With an underline not hyphen between Ranger & Service.



“Daphne laureola however, is an
undoubtedly British plant, and may
be found sparingly in most of the
woods in this neighbourhood. In
cultivation, as in the Park, it attains
a large size; the blossoms are pale
green, with yellow stamens, and
fragrant; the leaves, unlike those of
Daphne merezeon, are persistent, that
is, do not drop off at the approach of
winter; the berries, when ripe, are
black. Its flowers expand in January
and February. It is known by the
names of Wood Laurel and Spinge
Laurel.
“The Lily of the Valley (Convallaria
majalis) is of course too familiar to us
to need any description. It is found
sparingly in a wild state in most of
the English and Scottish counties,
and though a favourite border flower,
is undoubtedly a native. The bright
scarlet berries, which succeed the
blossoms, are not so generally known.
The root is considered good to apply
to bruises, while that of a
\§ ) % near ally, the Solomon's
== N s Seal, ‘taketh away in one
\! night, or two at the most,
\ S "l\ any bruise, blacke or blew
spots gotten by falls of women's
wilfulnesse, in stumbling upon
their hasty husbands' fists.! The
specimen exhibited was gathered
last May in a wood near West
Wycombe, where it grows in some
plenty; it is also reported from woods

Spurge laurel
(Daphne laureola)

Lily-of-the-valley

(Conraliaria
mayalis)

Solomons near Booker and Hughenden, but I
seal have searched the latter neighbour-
(Potygonarum hood in vain. In some parts of
multiflorsm)  Lincolnshire, where this Lily is plen-

tiful, annual excursions called ‘lilying
parties' are made to the woods.”
J Britten

High Wycombe’s Natural History

- past and present -

Last issue we looked at Mr J Britten’s observation on Daphne merezeon as
one of the rare plants of our area. This naturally led him on to observations

on the spurge laurel, followed by lily-of-the-valley.

I would question whether the common
name “Spinge”, used by Britten, was a
1880s type-setting error as the common
name used today is “spurge” laurel. Some
of the best shows of this shrub today can
be found in Homefield Wood near Mariow.

Although Mr Briften was unable to find
lily-of-the-valley in the woods at Hughenden
it grows in Millfield Wood. It would be nice
if we could find it in the woods at Booker &
West Wycombe where he saw it in 1880,
any information welcome - Eric, Alan?

Turning fo a more recent publication

(Flora Britannica. R. Mabey, 1996) one
contributor commenting on lily-of-the-valley
observes that it grows in such profusion in
one of the woods of St. Leonard's Forest
east of Horsham in Sussex that it is shown
as “lily" beds” on the Ordnance Survey map.

It is, perhaps, worth noting, should you find
the red beries of lily-of -the-valley that they,
and all paris of the plant, are very
poisonous having a similar effect on the
heart fo Digitalis foxglovel.

Although Britten makes an amusing
reference to Solomon’s seal he does not
give a location for it in woods around
Wycombe. However, | have found itin
Cut-throat Wood at Holtspur and the 1982
edifion of the Atlas of the British Flora shows
Solomon’s seal in the 10km squares
between Chesham & Princes Risborough
{native or probably so from 1930 onwards)
and an older record or records {native or
probable so before 1930) in the 10km
square which includes High Wycombe -
something else to look out for!

The garden Solomon’s seal is a hydrid
between P. muffifiorum & P.odorafum.
Maurice

WWG



Since the notes in the September
2001 Newsletter (No36) the two
cygnets raised from Amanda's second
clutch of eggs grew into fine juvenile
swans. Readers will recall that it is
most unusual for any second brood
cygnets to survive, if any first brood
birds remain. The family, consisting
of the two parents, one older cygnet
and two youngsters continued to live
on the Wye between Pann and Rye
Mills.

By early September Dad had taken
the older cygnet to the Dyke, Mum
remaining to look after the others.
The three eventually spent their
time down-stream near Bassetsbury,
but although Amanda tried to entice
the cygnets onto the Rye, they were
unable to climb the bank, which is
high on the south side. Amanda
became tired of the situation, and
abandoned them to go to David, but
eventually the stronger of the two
found his/her way to join the three
others on the Dyke. The deserted
lone bird was plucked from the river
and we carried it across the Rye to
reunite the family, and was, to our
relief, accepted by David who, howev-
er, soon walked them all back to Pann
Mill only to return to the Dyke with
his mate and only the oldest cygnet.

On 16th November the stronger

o e

First Sightings of the Year and more ‘Did You See’

The Swan File

Update-the Comings and Goings of Wycombe’s_Swans

cygnet of the second brood was rep-
orted wandering in Queen's Road and
promptly taken to St Tiggywinkles
by the RSPCA to be checked over.

The other, now lone, second brood
bird tried to join the others on the
Dyke but David would not agree,
driving him off the water. One of our
Group members ushered the singleton
across the Rye back to Pann MR as
dogs were harassing him. At the end
of November, the cygnet still tried to
join the others but to no avail and
one of the Swan Lifeline rescuers took

him to the flock at Marlow. Swans on
Ultimately David decided he no long- the Dyke,
er wished to look after his remaining High Wycombe

youngster and that too had to be
removed, this time temporarily to the
Eton sanctuary. She/he was named
Megan after the rescuer’s dog.

At the time of writing, late February, g
another pair , identity unknown , had /4
arrived on the Dyke , apparently not ]
realized by David, who, with Amanda
was back on Wycombe Abbey Lake,
preparing for the 2002 nesting season.

Angle shades moth
(Phlogophora

Thanks are due to all the interested <
meticulosa)

folk who use the Rye, the dog wardens
and all who raised the alarm when
needed during the hazardous early
months of the cygnets' lives.

Eric Britnell
Fhotograph : Lorna Cassidy

First Bumblebee Amersham Hill Drive, High Wycombe 10/02/02
Many 2-spot Ladybirds Wildlife Garden W Wycombe Garden Centre 16/03/02
Mandarin Ducks The Dyke, High Wycombe Late Feb.
Chiffchaff singing The Dyke, High Wycombe 25/02/02
10 Song Thrushes singing Tom Burt’s Hill area, High Wycombe Late Feb.

Heron (7.30am) In river by Council Offices, High Wycombe 13/03/02
Heron On roof in South Place, Marlow 21/03/02
Pair of Kingfishers River West of High Wycombe town Resident?
Tawny Owl - sitting on washing line, watching and making swoops over the pond
Carver Hill High Wycombe (6.23pm) 13/03/02

Blackcaps and up to 6 Bramblings reported from gardens throughout February,

WWG






Wildlife Watching - Reports

cooked on site on the BBQ.

December: The December
meeting was held at Penn
School, when we made
Christmas decorations from
natural materials . Some
lovely cards and wreaths
were made, and taken
home by the children

Two canine members
attended this meeting,
Sue & Diva, and they stood
guard by the BBQ, just in
casell o 00

2O

wildlife

r \ b o0,
WATCH Febn?ary: This meeting was
5 ®orienteering at Keep Hill
O @ é OWoods, and we all enjoyed
o _\0% © reading the maps and finding
00O our way from marker to
» marker.

January: The January
meeting was held on Downley
Common, where we all worked
very hard scrub clearing.
It was very cold, so
afterwards we enjoyed, -~
jacket potatoes,

Wendy Thomas

Web Links Request

www.wycombewildlifegrp.co.uk

We are keen to create reciprocal links with other environmentally-minded
local groups’ web sites. If your group would be happy for us to display your
web address on our site please use the “Contact Us” page to let us know.

< w-d e-mails Would you like to join us ?

Our V{eb S|tes/'

www.wycombewildlifegrp.co.uk I If so complete this application
Vool K A K / . /ﬁ (or a photocopy) and send to :

W‘\’VWJCOH}umgate V. // ucks/w /F WWG Membership Secretary

(see front page for the address)

Committee members e-mail addresses I

Chelrman James Donald

james_ donald@lycos co.uk I [/ We wish to join WWG

\ /
NeV\(sllette; e ltor :

Pat Morris: roym/oms @freeuk. com /

Maunce Young
mau rlceyoung | @madasafish. com

)( snail mai,i / /

I Telno, — — — — —
73 Carverﬁlll Road I Amount enclosed, (please circle)
High Wycombe £5 (Individual/Family/School
' HP112uB I member)

| £2.50 (Student or Retired Person)

WWG

To join in WATCH
meetings, which are
open to children
between the ages

. of 8-12,
please contact
Wendy Thomas
on 01494 814068
or
Julie (WDC Ranger)
on 0 1494 421825







