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Wycombe Wildlife Group isa

voluntary organization the

OBJECT of which is to further

the ecology and knowledge of

the urban and fringe areas of

High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire;

to conserve, protect, restore

and create wildlife habitats; to

encourage colonization and

survival of all plants and animal

life in such areas and to promote

the education of the public in

matters pertaining to wildlife

and its conservation.

Within Wycombe District the

Group aimsto:

Hl Survey and map wildlife
habitats.

Hl Protect important wildlife
sites.

Bl Study wildlife sites and
associated flora & fauna.

Hl Manage wildlife sites and
associated flora & fauna.

Hl Stimulate public interest in
wildlife & its conservation.

Bl Encourage wildlife
gardening.

Hl Co-operate with other
groups of similar aims.

Hl Promote the objectives

of the Group.

Hl Encourage active participat-
ion inconservation of all
persons and groups & provide
appro priate training to that
end.

(A detailed copy of the aims of

the group is available on request)
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published 3 times a year to

promote the Group's activities
and informm members and the
general public of its progress.
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In 1997 Frances Alexander, then Chairman of Wycombe District Council,
chose Local Agenda 21 as her year’s theme while in office, and identified the
redundant café at the Holywell Mead Swimming Pool as a possible centre

for local environmental groups.

Wycombe Wildlife Group supported the

idea through thick and thin and now, after five years of consultations and
meticulous planning that idea is about to become a reality.

The Environment Centre on Holywell Mead is about to open. See opposite page.

In September 2000 Wycombe Wildlife Group undertook to keep all interested
environmental groups, and schools informed of the progress of the new

Environment Centre.

To this end the editorial staff of Wycombe Wildlife

News enlarged the number of pages and sent out copies to these other
interested parties: about 200 further individuals and organizations.

Now that “Ecobuzz’, the newsletter of the new Environment Centre is about
to take over the all-embracing role executed by Wycombe Wildlife News, our
own Newsletter will revert to its former, slimmer, self (from January 2003)

A copy of the first edition of Ecobuzz will be mailed out to Wycombe
Wildlife Group members, but after this members will have to choose whether
they wish to continue receiving it and join The Environment Centre, or just
to receive Wycombe Wildlife News, the cost of which will continue to be
included in their membership subscription.

We thank all those who have given their support during this busy period.

Happy Reading !

Fat Morris

We welcome the following new members, who have joined this year

The Headteacher, Millbrook Combined School
Mrs Rosemary Cropper — Downley

Mr & Mrs M Shrubsole & Family - High Wycombe

Mr & Mrs J Moorby - Chinnor

Ms Jayne Boutell -

High Wycombe

Mrs Wendy Webber - Booker
Mrs Mek Hiong Lim - High Wycombe

24/01/02
02/04/02
13/04/02
29/04/02
28/06/02
29/06/02
01/08/02

We look forward to meeting them at future events

Views expressed in the newsletter are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the Group.
For the purposes of management of the Group membership information is held on computer.
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The Life of a Hedgehog

The hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus)
can be found where there is close
proximity of grassland to woodland,
scrub and hedgerow, e.g. at edge of
woods, hedgerows in meadowland, or
sand dunes with shrubs. They are
virtually present in all lowland habi-
tats where there is sufficient cover
for nesting. A limiting factor in their
distribution, particularly
across Europe is the
availability of suitable
site and materials
for nesting, particul-
arly in the winter.
Hedgehogs can be
found all over the
UK and Ireland
however, and are
a common sight in
our woodlands.

Hedgehogs are known for their main
distinctive feature of several thou-
sand sharply pointed spines. These
completely replace hair on the upper
surface of their body except for the
face and a narrow patch on the skull.
Their spines, which are about 22mm
long are long lasting,

irregularly

used as a de-
fence mechan-
ism at the first
sign of danger.
Although their eyesight is poor, smell
and hearing is acute enabling them
to respond rapidly to danger, rolling
up into a prickly ball - the head and
all vital organs being protected by
this unique adaptation.

A hedgehog's whereabouts can be
determined by its tracks (footprints).
These are approximately 3.5 cm
long & 2.5 to 3 cm wide, the length
usually being measured without
claws. The size of its tracks quoted

Hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus)

here is an average however, and can
differ according to the age, condition,
development and even sex of the
animal. The hedgehog moves only by
walking, or at the most by fast walk-
ing, which is reminiscent of a slow
trotting tread, so the hedgehog is
only capable of a very slow pace.

A hedgehog's main period of
activity is at night, when
they hunt. During
the day they gener-
ally rest. They can
be found resting in
thickets, a pile
of stones or in a
nest of leaves.
~  During their noctur-
nal rambles they
gather insects and
often hunt small verte-
brates as well. A hedgehog exists
almost entirely on ground living
invertebrates but will take a small
number of birds eggs and chicks.
The only detailed study in Britain
that covered a variety of habitats,
showed that scarabeid beetles, cater-
pillars and earthworms formed 55%
of their diet by weight. Food was
found to be entirely caught and
dealt with by the mouth.

Interestingly, during this study,
some truth was found in old folk
tales, which suggested that hedgehogs
carry fruit (particularly apples), on
their spines ! Although some evid-
ence was found for this, the validity
of the story is disputed.

During the winter months a large
nest is built for hibernation. Food is
collected in preparation for this
event. The nest is used for up to 6
months, usually from October to
April (the hibernation period). Some-
times a summer nest is built but
usually only for breeding purposes.
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Hedgehog s deliver a litter of four to
six young usually born in June, some-
times with a second litter later in the
summer. Once a litter is born they
put on weight rapidly as they begin
to leave the nest after 22 days and
live solitary lives thereafter. In order
to survive winter they must become
fully grown by hibernation in autumn.
Later litters that hibernate at a sub-
adult size are unlikely to survive the
winter. Once the hibernation period
is over the cycle begins again, resting
in daylight and hunting at night in

preparation for next winter’s hiber-
nation. This is the main activity of a
hedgehog’s life.

Hedgehogs are particularly useful in
the UK, as they are a predator of
garden pests, such as slugs. They are
often invited to gardens by food
bowls! (See Mary Williams' article
below) The hedgehog is a fascinating
mammal and as a nation we are
lucky that they are so prevalent in
our country.

a predator of garden

pests such as slugs

Mike Ambrose

The Saga of the Cat and a Hedgehog

At the beginning of November, last
year, | noticed a rather small hedge-
hog in my garden, and managed to
catch him and pop him on the scales
(to his great indignation ) where he
weighed just under 400 grams - less
than the weight recommended (500
grams) for hibernating hedgehogs.

I put out a saucer of meaty dog food
that evening and the hedgehog found
it and appeared to enjoy it, but the
next night, so did the cat next door
who, though he wants for nothing in
his own home, always prefers scaven-

ging at night.

As my garden is tiny , St Tiggy-
winkles suggested that I get a large
(because hedgehogs need to walk
right round and out being unable to
back up) hanging basket, cut a small
hole in the side, turn it upside down
and put the food inside. The first
night, the basket had been pushed
aside, the saucer was outside, and the
plate licked clean - cats obviously- so
I found two small stakes and drove
them in at an angle to anchor the
basket down .
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The next night, I saw the tabby
sitting beside the basket, delicately
inserting a paw into one of the spaces
and bringing out a lump of food
which he then ate.

|

My next ploy was to open a plastic
bag, fasten it round the basket with
sticky tape, drive in my two stakes
again, and add the food saucer. This
was too easy. I looked out of the
kitchen window at the usual time,
and the tabby was levering up the
basket, the stakes acting as hinges,
and pulling the food out. [ rushed
out and drove in two more stakes,
anchoring the basket all round.

The following night I saw the tabby
just sitting beside the basket, study-
ing it carefully, and next morning
there were hedgehog type remains in
the saucer. I don't think the cat has
finished though. Perhaps that night
he was working out how to train the
hedgehog to bring food out to him.

Mary Williams







Reports

Moth-trapping and bat-detecting
at Green Farrm Hughenden

a huge success

More than 20 people assembled for the Moth-trapping and bat-detecting
event held at Green Farm, Hughenden , on Friday 2nd August, 2002. Children
as young as three years old, as well as adults and teenagers were soon
enthusiastically collecting moths and taking them to County Moth Recorder,
Martin Albertini, for identification.

Apart from moths caught in pots from the surrounding foliage, and one, the
Straw Underwing, found drinking from a wine rope, there were others flying
into five moth-traps dotted round the area and presided over by Martin, his
colleague Peter Hall, Julia Carey, and Andy McVeigh,Countryside Officers
from Bucks County Council, and Paul and Ellis Bowyer of Wycombe Wildlife
Group. There was plenty for people to inspect, and the meeting was further
enhanced by the use of two bat detectors, wielded by Angus Idle and Maurice
Young of Wycombe Wildlife Group. "Bats are the enemy of moth-trappers”
commented Peter Hall, and indeed this was vividly illustrated, when the calls
emitted by a pipistrelle, over one of the moth traps, were picked up on
Maurice’s bat detector, and finished with a “glup” as the pipistrelle caught
and swallowed its luckless prey.

“l want everyone to know how beautiful moths are” Peter stated, and this
meeting certainly helped people go away with a greater understanding of the
complexities of size, shape and pattern of these fascinating insects.

The Group’s thanks to Neil Harris of National Trust, for allowing this event
on the Trust’s land, and to all those mentioned above for their unstinting
support . Thanks, too, to all those others who came along and helped to
make it such a success.

Martin and Peter identified a total of 65 macro and 25 micro moths during
the evening, and these were recorded and later released.

2.0
Martin and Peter will be setting up their moth-traps again on September 27th
at Downley Common. See Programme for details. All the family welcome.

Pat Morris

Was it a soprano ¢

As Pat Morris reported above we could see a bat swooping over the moth-
trap feasting on the insects drawn in by the light. It could also be heard on
my bat detector emitting a series of clicks which, as it homed in on a moth
were emitted more rapidly ending in a “buzz”, which batters call a “feeding buzz“.

What was more interesting was that I had to tune my bat detector slightly
higher than usual (50+kHz). In recent years as bat detectors have improved
and bat calls have been more closely studied it has been shown that there are
2 varieties of common pipistrelle bat . One echolocates at 45kHz the other at
55kHz, dubbed the “soprano bat”. They are not easy to distinguish and I need
more experience of both types to be certain but we may have had a soporano

pipistrelle entertaining us that Friday evening,
Maurice

WWG

adults & teenagers
were enthusiastically
collecting moths
and taking them to
County Moth Recorder,
Martin Albertini,

for identification.

Blood-vein moth

bats are the enemy
of

moth-trappers

there are 2 varieties of

Pipistrelle bat



Cocksfoot grass
(Dactylis glomerata)

Aster sp,
Type genus of
the family Asteraceae

Leucanthemum vuligare
Ox-eye daisy showing
Asteraceae family
characteristics

i
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Why Latin Names ¢

In our last issue, No 38, April 2002, Maurice discussed the use of capital versus lower

case letters when using plant and animal names in written and printed works.

In particular, he gave the rules when giving the names in Latin. But why Latin names ?

Many people ask the question “Aren’t the common English names good enough ? “

This is what Angus Idle says in answer :

“The reasons for using Latin names
are overwhelming. There is no regist-
er of vernacular (common) names
comparable with Index Kewensis
which is held at Kew, and lists the
Latin names of all known plants, also
any number of common names can
and do refer to any species or
number of species. You might talk
to an American botanist about a
grass which you call Cocksfoot, with-
out getting a glimmer of recognition.
You might find him saying that they
have a similar grass in the USA
which they call Orchard grass. If
you had called it Dactylis glomerata L.
you would have known for certain
that you were both talking about the
same species from the start.”

Plant families

You will have noticed that there are
a lot of plants with daisy-like flowers,
for instance sunflowers, dandelions
and chrysanthemums, to name just a
few. But there are many other plants
whose flowers are nothing like daisies,
let us mention grasses and horse
chestnuts. The ones that look like
daisies are thought to be related to
each other, and the others not relat-
ed to them. So we say that the ones
that appear to be related are in the
same family. The rules governing
family names have been tightened
recently and the Latin family name
must be derived from that of a genus
in that family - chosen because it is
the most typical of the family. To
identify it as a family name a special
suffix (ending) is added to the name.
The suffix is -aceae, and in the case

of the daisy-like plants, we chose the
genus Aster as the one to name the
family after, hence Asteraceae is the
family name of the daisy-like flowers.
(Note: prior to the tightening up of
the rules, daisy-like plants were
called Compositae). The change
brings them into line with the names
of other plant families e.g. Rosaceae

- members of the rose family.

Genus and Species

The use of Latin names consisting of
two parts (the system introduced by
Linneaus) which are actually a noun
followed by an adjective, is not only
to name each individual species, but
more importantly to show the relat-
ionships which are thought to exist
between species. Within the daisy
family there are some plants which
are grouped as thistles and others
which are grouped as hawkweeds and
others as chrysanthemums. Each
group has a generic name or names,
and within each genus there will be
species. So to fully identify a plant
you do need a two part name. The
first part, the noun, is the name of
the genus and the second part,
known as the specific epithet, is the
adjective (species).

Think of it this way: We have names
in two parts which indicate that we
are related to our brothers, sisters
and parents. Latin names fulfil just
the same need. The first part is like
our surname and the second part is
equivalent to our forename.

(continued opposite ——-~—- >)






Update - West Wycombe Garden Centre
Demonstration Wildlife Garden Springs Back to Life

The wildlife gardening team were most alarmed when they went for an extra
session at the Group’s Demonstration Wildlife Garden at West Wycombe
Garden Centre on 10th July 2002, to find all the shrubs, ivy and bird boxes
round the walls had been removed during their absence. It seemed as if nine
years of painstaking work creating a balanced wildlife habitat had been
destroyed. However, as is the way with plants, four weeks later the shrubs
and ivy were all springing back to life from the base where they had been
cut off, and it will not be long before a pleasant screen will again conceal the
wall, with flowers and berries. ’

The wall around West Wycombe Garden Centre is a listed ancient monument,
and the weight of the ivy had become a threat to its stability. Weaknesses
in the wall's structure are now apparent. For this reason, in the future the
gardening team will have to exercise strict control over the plants growing in
the wall’s proximity, to guard against further encroachment. The ivy, in
particular, will have to be prevented from attaining its former glory, valuable
habitat though it is.

Recent events at West Wycombe Garden Centre have meant a lot of extra
work for the team, tidying up after Sir Edward Dashwood’s workforce had
been in, and making good the damage caused in the perimeter flowerbeds.

A new log-pile has been formed and aids to gardening stacked up neatly.
Wycombe Wildlife Group is greatly heartened by the support and encourage-
ment of the Garden Centre staff. It is a great comfort to know that the
wildlife garden faces no further threat in the near future, and that we can go
forward confident that we can continue to create and maintain this wonder-
ful habitat. A pyramidal orchid had already sprung up into flower in the
spring meadow the day the seeming devastation was discovered, and bees,
butterflies and birds are already back.

Work takes place every fortnight in the wildlife garden, and helpers are vy (Hedera helix)
always welcome.  See programme for times and dates. Pat Morris on the W_ay up
again

Reports - Walks , Moth-trapping & Bat-detecting

Thanks are due to Neil Harris of the  and for pointing out all the birds to
National Trust for his most interest- be found there; to Angus Idle for

ing walk, tracing the course of the leading the walks at Deangarden
Hughenden Stream and explaining Wood and Homefield. Seven species
his plans for its future; to Frances of orchids were seen at the latter.
Wilding for her tour of the Rye Dyke, Pat Morris

Garden Hugiene

How to Keep bird tables & feeders supply of bird-food.
clean? My solution has been to obtain a The product is: Ark-Klens Ready-to-Use
spray-can of a ready-to-use disinfectant.  disinfectant, 250ml £5.50 including p&p.

I give the table a quick spray each The 500ml size (£7.50 including p&p), -

morning, wait a minute or so for it to supplied as a concentrate, which you |

take effect, then wipe dry with a dilute (1 : 50), has a long shelf life. You

disposable kitchen towel. The table or can get it from Vetark Animal Health .

feeder is then ready to receive its daily = Telephone: 01962 880376. Pat i
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