


WYCOMBE
p SN

WILDLIFE GROUP

Wycombe Wildlife Groupisa
registered charity with the following
objects:

To conserve the environment,
mainly using volunteers, for the
benefit of the public.

To educate the public in the
principles and practice of
conservation.

Within Wycombe District the
Group:

Surveys wildlife habitats and
their associated flora and fauna,
giving those taking part pienty of
opportunities to increase their
knowledge and identification skills.

Helps manage local wildlife
sites, undertaking practical
conservation work on local nature
reserves.

Provides advice to schools,
other bodies and individuals on all
aspects of wildlife.

Stimulates public interestin
wildlife and its conservation.

Organises walks, talks and
other activities covering a wide
range ofwildlife topics.

Provides advice on and
encourages wildlife gardening.

Organises activities foryoung
children and their parents.

Co-operates with other groups
with similar aims and supports the
Environment Centre on Holywell
Mead.
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Editorial

We have just come through a record-breaking year, weatherwise. After the
wettest May since 1979, the year 2006 produced the most prolonged
summer since records began in 1659, with July being the warmest on
record. We all had to suffer, along with our gardens, the natural
consequences, drought and extended hosepipe bans. December also
started unusually mild, though rain and even a mini tornado featured
largely. Will the rain be enough to replenish the depleted aquifers ?

Perhaps another record might be the super-abundance of fruit and berry
crops in 2006, with apples, pears and plums never being more plentiful for
our consumption, and acorns, Beech mast, Ash “keys”, sloes, hips and
haws, and even hazelnuts, there in profusion for wildlife. It was sad,
however, to note the usual farm cutting their hedgerows in August, and
depriving not only the birds of an extended feast of huge blackberries, but
us also. | know farmers must make a living, and there is a point to not
letting one’s hedgerows eventually blot out the scenic views, but every
year, and so early? It would have been wonderful to wait a little bit longer
and let people and wildlife enjoy nature’s bounty.

Pat Morris

WANTED

Programme Officer
To take over the tasks of arranging speakers for talks at members’
meetings and organising walks, visits and other outdoor events.

Pat Morris, who is giving up this role after 17 years, can provide lots of
contact information to help whoever volunteers to take on this important
role. A full role description setting out the Programme Officer's
responsibilities is available and a great deal of support is provided by the
Members’ Activities Sub-committee which meets to discuss ideas for future
events and plan the outline programme.

New School Member
We welcome the following school which has recently joined the Group

The Downley School (contact Sue Francis)

Views expressed in this newsletter are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the Group.

For the purposes of management of the Group, membership information is held on computer.
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Wycombe’s Natural Heritage Sites

t was a special occasion for those attending Roger

Wilding's talk on Wycombe’'s natural heritage sites,
for it was the first time new digital projection
equipment purchased by Wycombe Wildlife Group,
was used for a public presentation.

The talk was given at the Environment Centre on
Holywell Mead on 25th September 2006. For his talk
Roger had scanned and computer-enhanced some of
his slides and showed views of many habitats within a
3-mile radius of the High Wycombe Parish Church.
These could later be identified on a large map
displayed alongside the screen, and prepared by
Frances Wilding.

Because of the hilly nature of High Wycombe, there
were plenty of views to choose from, and Roger
pointed out how these, sadly, were often marred by
the white roofs of modern commercial buildings, which
spoil the landscape. We all felt that the local architects
should see these pictures, and take note of the effect
of their designs. Some views, like those from Tom
Burt's Hill, were familiar, but others, such as the one
overlooking Wooburm Moor, were completely unknown
to some of the audience .

Roger ended with the suggestion that photographic
records should be kept of local views, so that the
effects of hedgerow growth and encroaching scrub
could be monitored, and, if necessary, follow-up
action taken to preserve the open views.

Thank you Roger for such a comprehensive and
thought-provoking talk
Pat Morris

Harlequin ladybird
(Harmonia axyridis)

he alien Harlequin ladybird, a voracious

predator of aphids, has now reached
Wycombe District (see Observations on back
page). lts unwelcome advance (it is a threat
to our native ladybirds and to lacewings and
hoverflies) may, however, be controlled by
wasps and other insects by parasitising its
body (reported in Daily Telegraph 7™
November 2006). Only time will tell whether
this natural form of control is effective

Pat Morris

For further information, visit the website
www.harlequin-survey.org

View over Woobwn Moor from Upper
Dearhams Farmy Loudwater.

Photograph by Roger Wilding.

Interested in reptiles or
amphibians?
A new county recording group for reptiles and
amphibians (BARG) is being set up. Anyone
interested in taking part in this new venture
should contact Tony & Val Marshall on
ecorocker@gmail.com.

A meeting will be arranged at the beginning of
2007 for everyone who wants to be involved. It
is important to obtain members in all parts of
the county. No experience is necessary -
training events and information sheets will be
available in due course. Members of BARG
may carry out recording of sites, follow up
reported sightings in order to verify them, and
take part in a variety of recording and
monitoring projects.

BARG is affiliated to Amphibian & Reptile
Groups UK (ARG-UK), the National
Amphibian & Reptile Recording Scheme, and
the Bucks Museum Environmental Records
Centre.

Tony Marshall

Identification features
Length 6-8mm.

Body domed.

Up to 18 spots.

Brown legs.

W or M on pronotum.
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he Swans on the Dyke in High Wycombe

during November were probably at record
numbers. Remarkably forty-seven were counted
on one day. There had been about half that
number during the summer. No cygnets were
known to have hatched in the town this year. Tom
and his mate built a nest by Wendover Way near
the waterfall but none of the eggs hatched. WDC
Rangers had erected a protective fence but no
cygnets were seen. Vandalism? At the other end
of the Dyke David made a nest but his partially
disabled mate, Kate, probably cannot get up the
bank. However her dodgy leg is no worse. One
egg was found on the paved area by the boat
house. In the past, broods were regularly raised
upstream at Sands and West Wycombe but the
waterless river and lake prevented this in 2006.
One Swan was found wandering in a car park in
Wycombe Marsh in August and released to the
Rye unhamed. One pair with rings A2S and A2T

arrived on 22™ October having been released at
Reading only eleven days previously. We must

wonder whether they travelled via Marlow and
Boume End or flew over the hills!

Over on the Thames the Swan Uppers were
pleased to record the high number of cygnets in
July between Sunbury and Abingdon, showing the
health of the Swans to be improving with the
reduction in lead poisoning, the general cleaning
up of the river and other benefits. Fourteen Swans
were found contaminated with engine oil at
Marlow on 3rd November and removed for
cleaning by Swan Lifeline. They were retumed a
week later. Unfortunately more oily birds were
reported by members of the public during the
following week. Most oiled Swans on the Thames
are affected by a lighter oil, probably the contents
of chip pans being discarded by boaters and
campers.

If you come across any Swan with a problem,
please tell Swan Lifeline on 01753 859397.
Eric Britnell

The Real Ratty - Report on Phil Horwood'’s talk on 9™ October 2006

his talk was given as a follow-

up to an article which
appeared in the September 2006
issue of Wycombe Wildlife News.
In his talk, Phil Horwood of
Wycombe District Council Ranger
Service, presented slides of the
life of the Water Vole, the “Ratty”
character, famously portrayed in
Kenneth Grahame’s book “The
Wind in the Willows”. Phil also
pointed out the differences
between the Water Vole and the
Brown Rat, with which it is so
often confused. Though, sadly,
there have been no recent
sightings of Water Voles in High
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Wycombe, Phil was hopeful that
they would eventually return. His
knowledge of local areas where
they once existed was admirably
demonstrated in conversations
with members of the audience,
who could also remember seeing
them in the past. After the talk
there was plenty of time to chat to
Phil, and to one another
informally and this resulted in a
most pleasant social occasion.
Many thanks, Phil, for giving up
your free time and presenting this
talk.

Pat Morris













From the kitchen window by “Phil Space”

y the beginning of December, | would have
expected to have seen large numbers of
birds in the garden but they haven’t retumed after

the summer. I've seen a few Blue, Great and
Long-tailed Tits in the Apple tree. A small flock of
Starlings have visited the Dogwood occasionally,
and eaten the berries. A Robin did too but,
instead of landing and eating, it hovered in the
fashion of a Hummingbird, snatched a berry and
then flew to a convenient branch to eat it. But
where are the House Sparrows? Numbers are
down nationally we are told, but there were quite
a few pairs here some months back. Only 2 or 3
pairs seemed to have returned. Food placed on
the bird table goes untouched. There are still
Rooks, Jackdaws and Magpies but the pair of
Collared Doves have disappeared.

The absence of birds is counter-balanced by the
blooming or continued flowering of various
plants, however. Kerria and other plants often
bloom sporadically throughout the year but the
Winter Jasmine was out two months before

Christmas. Valerian, Purple Toadflax, Periwinkie,
Lamium, Bramble and Phlox still have flowers
and there were flowers on Holly and Rosemary.
There have been letters in the papers on this
subject, of course, and perhaps the strangest
record was of Daffodils seen in Kent. I've seen
wild Roses in Hughenden Park and a Wayfaring
Tree in bloom at Downley. Now there are
Narcissi and Lords and Ladies poking through
the ground. Cow Parsley and Chervil in the
garden have died down but are now growing
again, so far without flowering. Pelargoniums,
Fuchsias and other plants in troughs and pots
are still flowering even after several frosts.

The yellow Buddleia still has a few flower heads,
which is good news for the butterflies which feed
on it on sunny days. My last species sightings for
2006 were Comma and Peacock on 29 October,
Small Tortoiseshell on 6 November and Red
Admiral on 9 December.

Don’t kill your birds with kindness

Since wildbird feeding started on a large scale,
a lot has been discovered about diseases
affecting wild birds. Last year Salmonella and
E-coli, which also affect humans, were in the
news, and then there were the fears about H5NI
spreading from birds to humans. Now outbreaks
of yet another disease have been found,
Trichomoniasis. Although the latter cannot affect
humans, and in the past has only been known as
a disease of Pigeons and Doves, which could be
passed on to birds of prey who ate them, it has
now been found in Finches and Sparrows.
Trichomoniasis, which is caused by the
microscopic parisite Trichonomas gallinae, is a
particularly horrible disease. It builds up in the
throat and gullet and causes choking and
eventual death. It is passed on through food or
water contaminated with infected saliva, or
maybe droppings.

It is therefore more important than ever that we
observe strict rules of hygiene when feeding
garden birds. Clean feeders regularly, provide
fresh water daily, and rotate feeding areas. Use a
brush dipped in detergent for cleaning, or a
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proprietary brand of cleaner, such as Arkklens for
feeders and drinking bowls, and Gardenklens
powder for sprinkling on feeding areas.

We all feed birds because we want to help them
survive. We don’t want our well-meant actions
inadvertently to lead to their deaths. Don't kill
your birds with kindness.

Pat Morris

Microscopic Trichomonas ovganismw
(x4000)



What's that bird? - Winter visitors

Siskin

Length 12 cm

Smaller than Greenfinch and more streaked. Male has black
forehead and chin patch. Yellow wing bars.

Greenfinch

Length 14.5 cm

Plainer and more chunky than Siskin with yellow edge to wing.
Both the Siskin and Greenfinch have yellow outer tail feathers.

Brambling

Length 15 cm.

Similar to Chaffinch but with a white rump. White wing bars.
Male has orange breast and shoulders.

Chaffinch

Length 15 cm

Greenish rump. White wing bars and white outer tail feathers,
which are prominent in flight.

Redwing

Length 20 cm. The smallest member of the Thrush Family.
Prominent white stripe over eyes. Rust-red flanks and
underwing.

Song Thrush
Length 22 cm.
Beige underwing.

Fieldfare

Length 25 cm

Grey head and rump. Dark tail. Chestnut brown back. White
underwings.

Mistle Thrush

Length 28 cm.

The largest member of the Thrush Family.

Shows white underwing and white tips to outer tail feathers in
flight.
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IMPORTANT

Membership subscription changes

he Group has managed to keep its subscription charges unchanged for at least 10
years but it has been decided to make the following alterations from April 2007.

One rate will cover all categories of membership. The present concessionary rate will be
withdrawn and a new discounted rate will be offered to members who pay by Standing

Order.

Members already paying by Standing Order will have their subscription rate frozen at their

existing level for a further three years.

Members still paying by cheque or cash will be invited to complete a Standing Order
mandate before April 2007 and, if they do, they will also benefit by having their existing rate

frozen for three years.

From 1 April 2007 the subscription rates will be:

Members signing up to Standing Order before April 2007 - current rate held for another

three years

Members and new members paying by cash or cheque - £7.00

New members paying by Standing Order - £6.00

There is no need for you to take any action at the moment. The Membership Secretary will
write to members not yet paying by Standing Order early in the new year to offer the

Standing Order facility.

Our website:
www.wycombewildlifegrp.co.uk

E-mail addresses:

Chairman : Roger Wilding:
w.w.group@btopenworid.com
Newsletter editor: Pat Morris:
roymorris@freeuk.com
Webmaster: Malcolm Pusey:
mac@mpusey.freeserve.co.uk
Biological records: Angus Idle
angusjanet@yahoo,co,uk
Postal correspondence to:

Chairman, Wycombe Wiidlife Group,
¢/0128 Deeds Grove,
High Wycombe, Bucks, HP12 3PA

WWG

Would you like to join us ?
If so complete this application
(ora photocopy) and send to :
WWG Membership Secretary
¢/o 73 Carver Hill Road,
High Wycombe, HP11 2UB
| / We wish to join WWG
Name:

Address :

Tel. no.
Amountenclosed, (please circle)
£5 (Individual/Family/Household/
School/Organisation)
£2.50 (Student or Retired Individual)
(Rates applicable up to0 31.03.07)




£/ R WILDLIFE NOTICE BOARD &

Observations
B ™

Butterflies a ths

August  Purple Emperors - Penn Wood
19.09.06 Hummingbird Hawkmoth - Downley
29.10.06 Last Peacock - Downley

06.11.06 Last Small Tortoiseshell - Downley
06.12.06 Last Comma - Hazlemere

09.12.06 Last Red Admiral - Downley

Birds
Late Sep 74 Linnets, 56 Long-tailed Tits - Grange Farm
29.10.06 380 Redwings - Beacon Hill

Harlequin ladybi
28.10.06 Cock Lane Cemetery car park

31.10.06 3 at the Environment Centre on Holywell Mead
03.11.06 Hughenden Park

07.11.06 In house, Amersham Hill Drive

WWG Contact List

Chairman & Site Management Co-ordinator:

Roger Wilding 01494 438374

Newsletter Editor: Pat Morris 01494 529484

Membership Secretary:
James Donald 01494 637877
Treasurer. Peter Hazzard
Wycombe Wildlife Family Group:
RangerService 01494 421825

Biological surveys: Angusidie 01494 563673

o o

Bassetsbury Group

Berks, Bucks & Oxon Wildlife Trust

Booker Common & Woods Protection Society
British Naturalists’ Assoc. S. Bucks Branch
British Trust for Conservation Volunteers
British Trust for Ornithology (Regional Rep.)
Bucks Invertebrate Group

Bucks Badger Group

Bucks Bird Club

Bucks Community Association

Bucks County Council Countryside Initiatives Team
Butterfly Conservation

Chiltern Society

Chiltern Chalk Stream Officer

Chilterns AONB

Chilterns Conservation Board (Activities and Education)
Chilterns Woodland Officer

Downley Common Preservation Society
English Nature Conservation Officer Bucks
Frieth Natural History Society

Grange Action Group

High Wycombe Beekeeping Association

High Wycombe Society

Lane End Conservation Group

Marlow Society

National Trust

Pann Mill Group

Prestwood Nature

Ramblers Association

Princes Risborough Countryside Group

St. Tiggywinkles

Swan Lifeline

The Environment Centre on Holywell Mead Co-ordinator
Woodland Trust (voluntary speaker)
Wycombe District Council Ranger Service

David Reed
(Oxon Office)
Ron Walker
Ann Jones
Alison Smith

To be appointed
Mike Palmer
Mike Collard
Roger Warren
Francis Gomme
Anna Humphries
Jaci Beaven
Angus Idle
Allen Beechey
Steve Rodrick
Cathy Rose
John Morris

Bill Thompson
Jenny Young
Alan Gudge
Dave Wainman
Christine Hazell
Frances Presland

Contacts for Wildlife, Conservation & Environmental Groups in Wycombe District

01494 439665
01865 775476
01494 444824
01494 675196
01296 330033

01296 624519
01494 866908
01491 638691
01844 274865
01296 382288
01494 444158
01494 563673
01844 355502
01844 355500
01844 355506
01844 355503
01494 520648
01635 268881
01494 881464
01494716726
01494 531599
01494523263

Birbel Cheesewright 01494 882938

Bob Savidge
(Office)

Robert Turner
Tony Marshall
J.L. Esslemont
Francis Gomme
Les Stocker
Wendy Hermon

Michael Hyde
Julie Hopton

@ For queries about BATS contact the WDC Rangers : 01494 421824

01628 891121
01494 755573
01494 472981
01494 864251
01494 881597
01844 274865
01844 292292
01753 859397
01494511585
01628 485474
01494 421825
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