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Wycombe Wildlife Group isa
registered charity with the following
objects:

To conserve the environment,
mainly using volunteers, for the
benefit of the public.

To educate the public in the
principles and practice of
conservation.

Within Wycombe District the
Group:

Surveys wildlife habitats and
their associated flora and fauna,
giving those taking part plenty of
opportunities to increase their
knowledge and identification skills.

Helps manage local wildlife
sites, undertaking practical
conservation work on local nature
reserves.

Provides advice to schools,
other bodies and individuals on all
aspects ofwildlife.

Stimulates public interestin
wildlife and its conservation.

Organises walks, talks and
other activities covering awide
range ofwildlife topics.

Provides advice on and
encourages wildlife gardening.

Organises activities foryoung
children and their parents.

Co-operates with other groups
with simitar aims and supports the
Environment Centre on Holywell
Mead.
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Editorial - Gains and losses of the past year

he past year will be remembered by all wildlife enthusiasts as the year of the

Painted Lady, when these butterflies invaded Britain in their thousands. it was a
sight never seen before, and not likely to occur again. As far as | know, no other
wildiife event has had such an impact over the past year in Britain. The good start
experienced by butterflies in general did not persist into the autumn, when repeated
spelis of damp weather cut short their earlier success. In my garden at least, except
for the odd Red Admiral or Speckled Wood, they failed to appear after the third
week of August. The story of bird numbers could be said to be similar, though their
absence from gardens later in the year had an entirely different reason. It was an
absolutely bumper year for fruits of all kinds, and birds had no need to visit gardens
when there was an abundance of natural food in the open countryside. It was only
at the beginning of December that they started to appear on garden feeders, when
gales and heavy rain wiped out the remaining seeds and berries. According to the
Met. Office, last November was the wettest on record. Fungi, on the other hand,
enjoy wet weather, and there have been scores of Fly Agaric and other fungi to be
found in woodland. In my garden, they are even developing on my rope railings.

For Wycombe Wildlife Group, the past year will perhaps be remembered for two
reasons. The first is the start of a programme of joint events with the South Bucks
Region of BBOWT, and the second is the sad and sudden loss of our Treasurer,
Peter Hazzard. Peter was key to the success of our Group, and his death was a bitter
blow. Let us hope that the coming year will find a solution to filling the vital role that
Peter played in the efficient running of our Group.

Pat Morris

Peter Hazzard 1927-2009

eter became Treasurer fo Wycombe Wildlife Group in 1998, succeeding Jean

Johnson. Although not known personally to all members, he was a familiar
figure to members attending AGMs, where he presented his reports on the Group’s
finances. Those attending our talks at the Environment Centre will remember him as
the person who collected the admission fees at the door, before joining everyone
upstairs to listen to the speaker. Peter’s advice on, and confrol over, the Group’s
finances was highly valued by his fellow trustees, and his act will be a hard one to
follow.

in former years, Peter was a keen sportsman, and it was hard for him when he
became increasingly crippled by arthritis, and could only hobble about with a stick.
He had looked forward to the hip operation to correct his problem. it was a cruel
stroke of fate when, having recovered from the operation, he should die of a heart
attack soon afterwards. We extend our deepest sympathy to his widow, Diana.

Views expressed in this newsletter are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the Group. !

For the purposes of management of the Group, membership information is held on computer. ‘
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Reports of Wycombe Wildlife Family Group Meetings

Saturday 12" September 2009
Making bird feeders

he Wycombe Wildlife Family Group met on

12™ September at the Environment Centre
where Julie showed us how to make a range of
bird feeders. The accompanying photo shows
my son Jake holding peanuts knotted onto
string in one hand and, in the other hand, a fir
cone on the end of a piece of string, and a
plastic soft-drinks bottle. Bits of bird food can
be jammed into the fir cone and the string used
to tie it onto a tree branch etc. The plastic
bottle can be partly filled with birdseed.
Windows are cut into the sides of the botlle to
allow access to the seed and a short stick is
passed through the bottle to provide perches.

String at the top enables the bottie to be hung
up.

After finishing the bird feeders, we went over to
the playground and eventually made it over to
Pann Mill to look for some birds. Jake and his
sister, Mikki, took an interest in the ice cream
van. | didn’t have quite enough money in my
wallet for two ice creams. With absolute
seriousness, and not the slightest hint of jest,
Jake (aged 6) commented that | really should
fry to eam more money from my work.

Peter Bailey

Jake holding up his
handiwork

(Photograph by Peter
Badiley)

Saturday 12" December 2009
Making Christmas decorations

he final 2009 meeting of the Family Group

took place on 12" December at the
Environment Centre. About 30 people dropped
in to make Christmas decorations and this
resulted in a worthwhile and very enjoyable
session. Some of the attendees were adults
who came along without any children to make
free wreaths. This is very strange as | would
have thought our title of “Wycombe Wildlife
Family Group” would have made people
realise that the event was intended for children
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with their parents, grandparents, aunties and
uncles etc., | saw only a couple of familiar
faces, but this popular annual event has
tended to attract people who we see just at
Christmas.

Peter, Mikki and Jake did a sterling job of
helping me clear up at the end of the session
and made some beautiful wreaths too. Many
thanks Peter and children.

Julie Hopton



The flowers of the Bernese Oberland
A talk by Frances Watkins on Friday 9™ October 2009

orthemn Europe is divided from the south by a

line of mountain chains, the product of mighty
geological forces that buckled the land ike so much
pastry. The westermmost of these chains is the
Alps, and in the heart of the Alps lies the Bemese
Oberland, a land of snow-capped peaks and ice-
carved valleys. Glaciers push down from the peaks,
in the past reaching far down into the valleys. As
they refreated, they left behind them corries and
hanging valleys, lakes and marshes and, of course,
terminal and lateral moraines, composed of detritus
scoured from higher regions. From each glacier,
melt waters form a stream which cuts its way down
to lower levels. Such was the introduction Frances
Watkins used to set the scene for her talk about the
flowers of the Bemese Oberland.

These mountains have distinct regions of botanical
interest. At the lowest level, around the 1000 metre
contour, are the wide valleys where the villages are
situated. Here and on the lower slopes are the hay
meadows. Pictures taken in June showed fields
dominated by a range of wild flowers, including the
pink of Bistort, the purple of Meadow Clary, the
white of Spiked Rampion and the yellow of Yellow
Rattle. The last of these is of particular importance
because its parasitic habit tends to suppress
grasses and allow the flowers to flourish. Frances
also showed the effect of a summer snow storm,
blanketing the uncut hay. When the snow cleared,
the shorter stemmed plants seemed unaffected and
the taller plants, though bent, could still be cut by

scythe.

The slopes above the hay meadows are largely
dominated by the forest of Norway Spruce. Here, in
the cool and the shade, are to be found such
specialities as One-flowered Wintergreen, Herb
Paris, Yellow Wood-violet, Wolfsbane and the
saprophytic Bird’s nest Orchid. Above the stand of
trees, at about the 2000 metre level, are the alpine
meadows, which are snow covered for much of the
year and grazed to a short sward by cattle during

the summer months. Here can be found such
species as the low-growing Alpine Cinquefoil,
Bird’s-eye Primrose, Oxlip and Trumpet Gentian.

At the highest levels, reaching up to about 3000
mefres, are the rocky crags and scree slopes,
where in places the Mountain Avens may be found
growing in abundance. As a snow patch melts, the
delicate fringed Alpine Snowbell emerges from the
ground left free. This region is also home to many
species, including the orange-throated Alpine
Toadflax, the Trumpet Gentian and the appealing
Moss Campion. Many of these species have their
counterpart in northern Britain, though they are
absent from the countries between. This
discontinuous distribution is due to the shrinking of
the ice cover at the start of the present inter-glacial,
which forced cold-loving plants to withdraw either
to higher latitudes or to higher altitudes.

The last picture projected onto the screen was not
of a flower, but a pair of alpine cows. The wonderful
diversity of alpine flora, Frances explained, was
entirely dependent on these beasts and their kind.
The valleys are oo cold for any form of arable
farming. The economy of the mountains is
necessarily pastoral, with cattle being housed in the
valley bottoms in the early spring and then being
driven to the high alpine meadows in the summer,
whilst the lower hay meadows are used to produce
winter feed. This way of life is threatened by the
familiar economic pressures on the younger
generation. The government is fortunately aware of
the danger and provides financial incentives to
keep farmers on the land, as well as encouraging
other sources of income-providing acftivities, such
as the skiing industry.

Frances Watkins' talk was instructive as well as
entertaining, illustrated by beautiful photographs of
the landscape and the flowers, and was much
appreciated by the audience.

John Hoar

Photograph of a Trumpet Gentian
(not taken in the Bernese Oberland)
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“Food for free” walk - Sunday 27" September 2009

Remembering the enjoyable “food for free” talk
given to the Group by Juliet Gudge in
September 2005, when we sampled some of her
home-made treats, including sloe gin, we asked her
to organise and lead a walk to see some of the
natural food sources to be found all around us. 15
people, including 4 children, tumed up for the
resulting walk, which took place on Sunday 27™
September 2009, starting and finishing at Frieth
Village Hall.

Our circular walk followed footpaths around Frieth,
providing some delightful views of the local
countryside and a wide range of natural history
sightings, in addition to the main theme of the walk.
We found a few fungi, saw the larva of the Grey
Dagger moth on a Whitebeam leaf and watched 15
Red Kites following the plough across a field and
swooping down to feed, presumably on worms
coming to the surface. | expect they have leamt to
do this by observing and copying other bird species
that we regularly see feeding in this way.

Throughout the walk we were on the lookout for
natural food sources. Juliet pointed out trees and
shrubs such as Sweet Chestnut, Crab Apple,
Whitebeam, Beech, Hawthom, Blackthom, Guelder-
rose and Elder, climbing, scrambling and thicket-
forming plants such as Hop, Blackberry, Dewberry,
Raspberry and Gooseberry and flowering herbs
such as Wild Marjoram and Wild Basil. She
explained how all of these plants can be used as
“food for free™ sources.

Alan Gudge stressed the importance of being able to
identify plants which are poisonous to humans and,
during the walk, he pointed out Spindle, Yew, Black
Bryony, Bittersweet, Lords-and-Ladies and Purging
Buckthom.

Thanks Juliet and Alan for organising and leading
the walk, which was of great interest to all of the
adults and children who attended.

Roger Wilding

TheHagel (far left) and
the Blackthorn (near
left) produce edible
fruity, but the fruity of
the Spindle (right) are
poisonous.

Talk on Cuba by Elizabeth Kerry - Monday 13™ July 2009

lizabeth explained that her trip to Cuba was not a

normal foreign holiday, but an opportunity to
expernience the way in which Cuban society has deait
with its economic isolation from the westem world.
Cuba is the largest island in the Caribbean, being 750
miles long and up to 130 miles from the Atlantic coast
in the north to the Canbbean Sea in the south.

The island’s political and economic history have
shaped its social outlook. The communist revolution
in 1959, under the leadership of Fidel Castro, led to
the United States cutting off all trade links, forcing
Cuba to trade with the former communist states of
Eastern Europe, especially the U.S.S_R. Trade was
again hampered by the demise of cornmunism within
Europe, since when Cuba has concentrated its efforts
on improving social standards at the expense of the
acquisition of wealth. Cuba now has a very high
standard of literacy (100% in most of the younger age
groups), has good levels of basic health care and,
compared with other islands in the region, infant
mortality rate is low and life expectancy is high. The
Cuban people are still poor, as was illustrated by
Elizabeth’s pictures of Cubans bartering goods in the
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street, and American cars from the 1950s being kept
running by the locals using their ingenuity. Luxury
items such as elecirical goods were not readily
available and a television could cost more than a flat.
Elizabeth described her venture away from the main
urban area into the hot and humid highlands, which
were mainly forested, but supported tropical plants
such as Mimosa, Hibiscus and Poinsettia.

Our thanks go to Elizabeth for this opportunity to leam
more about this unusual island.

Paul Bowyer
Editorial comment

Whatever our views on Cuba’s politics, this talk and
television programmes about the island show the efforts
made by the government there to maintain a sustainable
lifestyle. The unemployed are paid by the govemment to
undertake tasks which benefit the community, resulting
in litter and graffiti being removed before they become a
problem. Crime levels are low and the people are happy
and content. Apart from the gas-guzzling old cars, a
problem that can only be overcome by the relaxation of
the cumrent trade embargoes, many other countries
could leam a few environmental lessons from the

Cubans.
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An alternative view of the London Wetland Centre by Julie Hopton

thought it was absolutely wonderful to find that the

Wetland Centre is hosting the “Love London
Recycled Sculpture Show” until April 2010. It was an
unexpected bonus to a trip to my favourite haven,
where | go in times of stress. It is such a beautiful
place to go at any time of the year. Good for the soul
too!

It was brilliant to see how the artists had produced
such an array of beautiful sculptures from things that
we all just discard. | was entranced by a fantastic
Heron made from shopping trolleys, that had been
dumped in a local canal, before being rescued and
recycled by the scuiptor. Another vibrant piece was a
muiti-coloured bird, produced from carmrier bags and
bike rims, following a campaign started by a 16 year
old girl in Plymouth who wanted to rid the city of
plastic bags. Nice to see that the younger generation
is taking on-board the recycling ethos. We could all
learn something from this.

You can really lose yourself at Bames, and | think that
it is a twitcher's paradise. Even the aircraft noise
doesn’t seem to stop the birds, including wintering
Bitterns and Cetti’'s Warblers, going there. It is so
educational for people of all ages and abilities. There
is always something different to observe there.

So much thought has been put into planning, not only
the wetland habitat, but also the bird hides and
pathways, to ensure that everyone can take part, both
able-bodied and those with a disability. The viewing
slats in the hides have been placed low enough for
use by children and wheelchair users, and the lift in

the Peacock Tower hide allows everyone to go right
to the very top for a fantastic bird’s-eye view. Hearing
loops also allow those with hearing difficulties to
participate.

The observatory provides a list of birds visiting the
site on a daily basis, and people can use their own
binoculars, or borrow one of the telescopes, to get a
closer look across the lake and scrapes. You can stay
dry and warm, if you don’t want to brave the weather.

The new bat house has already been visited by bats,
and the Wetland Centre has recorded 8 species
passing through the site. The open water and margins
make good feeding ground for them during the
summer months. Bat walks are a regular event during
the warm evenings, educating the public. This could
be the first time some people have seen bats flying,
or heard their echo location calls on a bat detector.

! was also amazed to find out, walking round the site,
that the WWT have been involved with the Water
Vole Project, and that over 100 Water Voles have
been released around the site.

It is amazing to think that this was all created from a
disused reservoir and gravel pits right in the middle of
a built up area. It is a wonderful tranquil oasis
amongst the hubbub of Barnes, and is the largest
man-made wetland area in Europe, and a SSSI into
the bargain!.

Julie Hopton

Heron by Plolemy Elrington.
Made from shopping trolleyy
dumped in o canal.

Water Bird by Maggi Squire.
Made from plautic bags and

Photographs by
Julie Hopton
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Astronomy - a talk by Angus Idle on Monday 9™ November 2009

his latest talk by our leamed group member

Angus Idie featured his great interest in
astronomy. His first point was that his subject did
not exclusively concem stars, but also embraced,
amongst other celestial subjects, the moon,
constellations, planets, asteroids, comets, Messier
objects, galaxies and the universe.

Constellations are groups of stars visible from the
earth. Names are given to the pattems made by the
stars, such as Orion or Leo, although the individual
stars may be at varying distances from the earth.
The area of the sky, which these pattems occupy, is
also referred to as a constellation. To find these
areas in the sky, it is necessary to look at a map.
The map varies according to one’s position on the
earth and the time of year. The base line for
mapping celestial bodies is called the ecliptic. This
is the perceived path the sun takes across the sky
during the year, and on the map, this is the line
around which the celestial bodies are shown.

Asteroids are small objects orbiting planets within
our solar system. Comets are bodies which appear
to have a tail because of the effects of solar
radiation upon the comet's nucleus. A comet’s
nucleus may consist of loose collections of ice, dust
and small rocky particles. Their size may vary
between a few hundred mefres and tens of
kilometres across.

Planets are those celestial bodies which orbit a sun
and have their own gravitational system. Within our
own solar system, there are planets that comprise
either gas or rock. Those made of gas tend to be
the larger. Some of these planets can be seen quite
readily from earth. Five can be viewed
comparatively easily by the naked eye. Angus told

us that, in Tanzania, the planet Venus (the brightest
planet in the sky) was so apparent, that it cast a
shadow. Mercury, he said, is best viewed at twilight
and is difficult to find. It has a strange orbit, and one
side never receives any sunlight. Jupiter, we were
told, has a great red spot that can be seen from
earth, and has numerous moons. Jupiter is the
second brightest planet. Satum has a number of
rings consisting of ice particles, rocks and dust. To
view these rings from earth, a pair of binoculars or a
telescope is needed. The fifth planet which may be
viewed without help is Mars.

Messier objects are other bodies which can be seen
in the sky, initially catalogued by a French
astronomer called Messier. The objects are indexed
using an “M" prefix and include M31 (the Andomeda
Galaxy), and M6 (the Butterfly Cluster), an open
cluster of stars in the constellation of Sagittarius.

Angus went on to point out some of the incorrect
perceptions of celestial bodies. He maintained that
the moon was rarely studied carefully and its
crescent shape is often illustrated incorrectly in
children’s books and even on the national flags of
many countries. He added that the astrological star
signs of the Zodiac are those constellations through
which the sun seems to pass during the
astronomical year. Only 12 of these signs are used
in astrology; Ophiuchus, which is between
Sagittarius and Scorpius, is missed out.

Thanks go to Angus for his engaging talk. | hope,
during better weather, our Group may have some of
his practical instruction on astronomical phenomena

during the coming year.
Paul Bowyer

The fascinating world of British spiders
A talk by Martin Woolner at the joint meeting with BBOWT (South Bucks)

Friday 11" December 2009

Martin informed us that there are about 500
species of spider in Britain and that, of these,
about 40% are species of Money Spider. The British
list of Arachnids, which includes all the Spiders, also
incorporates some 2,500 species of Mites and Ticks,
25 Harvestmen, 25 False Scorpions and 2 True
Scorpions. In the first part of his talk, Martin
mentioned some of the common, as well as some of
rare, protected species of Spider, and described

some of the categories such as Jumping Spiders
(which do not make webs), Orb-web Spiders,
Daddy-long-legs Spiders, and Water Spiders (of
which there are only two species in Britain).

The illustrations used for the talk included quite a
few photographs taken through a scanning electron
microscope, to which Martin had access. These very
high magnification images showed parts of the
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L5 Observations ™
September plovernber
11/08 4 Commas - Penn Wood 3sald Dozens of Fly Agarics - Common Woogt
P5/08 2 Stock Doves - Camington Road D711 Red Admaral - Amersham Hill Drive
27/09 Grey Dagger moth larva - on walk at Frieth 234 Tawmny Owd calling - Amersham Hill
D7/09 15 Red Kites following a plough and swooping forwonms - 2311 Song Thrush singing - A0 Teriers
on walk at Frieth ot Moy €0 Parrot and 40 Snowy YWakcaps on lawn - Deeds Gove
End Nov
October prwards Redwings -watespresd mgardens
H2/10 Pied Wagtail - on roof in Amersham Hilt Drive
P2/10 Pair of Roe Deer with fawn - in Carver Hil Road garden December
28/10 Painted Lady - Amersham Hill Drive D1#12 Brambling - Carver Hill Road
-nd Oct  Badger crossing road - Carver Hill Road L2112 Chiffchaff - in Desds Grove garden
G612 Grey Wagtall - in Deeds Grove garden

Q

Contacts for Wildlife, Conservation & Erwironmental Groups in Wycombe District
Bassetsbury Group David Reed 01494 439665 @
Bat queries WDC Rangers 01494 421824
Berks, Bucks & Oxon Wildfife Trust {Oxon Office} 01865775476
Booker Common & Weods Protection Society Rita Luxion 01454 438807
British Trust for Conservation Volunteers Jane Craven 01296 330033
British Trust for Omithology {Regicnal Rep.} David Lee 01844 347576
Bucks invertebrate Group Mike Paimer 01296 624519
Bucks Badger Group Mike Collard 01494 866908
Mobile {(at any time) 07887 855861
Bucks Bird Club Neil Foster 01296 748537
Bucks Community Association Francis Gomme 01844 274855
Bucks County Council Couniryside initiatives Team Mark Bailey 01296 382389
Bucks Invertebrate Group c/o BMERC 01296 636012
Butterfly Conservation Nick Bowies 01442382278
Chiltermn Society Angus ldie 01494 563673
Chiltemms Chalk Streams Officer Allen Beechey 01844 355502
Chiiterns AONB Steve Rodrick 01844 355505
Chiiterns Conservation Board (Acfiviies and Education) Cathy Rose 01844 355506
Chiltemns Countryside Group Julie Rockell 01628528828
Chilterns Woodland Officer John Morris (01844 355503
Downley Common Preservation Society Bill Thompson 01494 520548
Engiish Nature Conservation Officer Bucks Jenny Young 01635 268881
Frieth Natural History Society Alan Gudge 01494 881464
Grange Action Group Dave Wainman 01484 716726
High Wycombe Beekeeping Association Sheila Borwick 01494 739313
High Wycombe Society Frances Presland 01494 5232683
Lane End Conservation Group Barbel Cheesewnght (1494 882938
Marlow Society Bob Savidge 01628891121
National Trust {Office) 01484 755573
Natural England Conservation Officer Rebecca Hart 01189382070
Pann Mill Group Robert Tumer 01494 472981
Prestwood Nature Tony Marshall 01494 884251
Rambilers Association John Shipley 01494 852699
Risborough Countryside Group Francis Gomme 01844 274865
St. Tiggywinkles Les Stocker 01844 292292
Swan Lifeline Wendy Hermon 01753 859357
The Environment Centre on Holyweil Mead Co-ordinator 01454511585
Woodland Trust (voluntary speaker) Michaei Hyde 1628 485474
Wycombe District Council Ranger Service Jutie Hopton 01494 421825
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